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F=EE e repent ye ſhall all periſh.” Lake) Xilt. 3. 
14 Enter ye 7 at the ſtrait Gate; Fug wide is the - FI A 
broad is the Way that leade th to deſtruction, and . 
there be which go in thereat. 

Becauſe trait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way e 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find ir - Mat. 
vii. 
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4 Z 18 B 1 is written with ſuch a tender 4 
and truly Chriſtian Concern for the Souls of ft 3 


Mankind, and is ſo extremely well adapted 10 1 


the Capacities and Circumſtances of the poorer L 
Part, that ſome particular Gentlemen at one | 9 
Time purchaſed Five Thouſand of them to 41. 4 
perſe among them: And many Thouſands of them 
have been likewiſe given away by other ily f | 
poſed — 4 


READER, 


& you receive any Benefit from this 4 


Book, give GOD the Glory, and lend it 


To your Nrrchnouns for their Good: Neither 


think it too much Trouble to affiſt thoſe in my 
Uſe of it who cannot read themſelves. N 
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7 HERE is but one Sort of Sinners to ben 921 
dation in the Goſpel is offered, that can poſſibly, 
ccording to the Word of that Goſpel, be deſtroyed; 
d thoſe are they of whom Chrift complains,. 
ohn v. 40. Ye will not come unto me that 
Ne might have Life, This, continued in, is the 
31207 donable damning Sin of the World in which 
=: ve, Men either keep from Chriſt, becauſe they 


heir Sins too well to think of parting with - 


em, or elſe follow the Pride of their own. Hearts, 
4 22 fly fer Mercy to the inexorable Law of GOD, 
id are for making a Saviour of their own imper- 
eZ Righteouſneſs---but may the Lord help you to 
enounce all your Sins with the decpeſt Abborrence, 
ro fy from them as from the Jaws of Everlaſt 
ig Deſtruttion ! God | has. borne long with you; 
15 but He will not bear always: He hatb declared 
bat His Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
Man, Gen. vi. 3. Therefore now ſeek Him 


while He may be found, call upon Him while 


He is near, /. lv. 6. He hath been graciouſly 
| pleaſed to add this Opportunity alſo to the many 
| you have already had, when at ſundry Times 
and in divers Manners be has been calling 10 
you to Repent and turn from the Evil of pour 
Ways, beware of irifling any longer with Him, 
remember what is ⁊uritten, Our God is a con- 

3 ſuming 


iv PREFACE. 


ing Fire, Heb. xii. 29, and again Heb, X. 
31. It is a fearful Thing to fall into the Hand 
of the living God; ſhould you fall into His 
Hands as He is a Sin-avenging God, you are un- 
done for ever ! Be willing then to hear the glad 
T dings of that Grace of God which bringeth 
Salvation, t receive it as it is offered freely to 
the Sinful Sons of Men, that you may be delivered 
From the Bondage of Corruption into the glo- 
rious Liberty of the Children of God, Rom. 4 
A 
This little Book will be a Means of ſoewing 
Jeu the Way to eſcape, if you peruſe it as you 
ought, in deep Humility of Spirit, and in Prayer | 
| to God for a bleſſing on what you read: Take 
| | heed how you flight what you here meet with, for 


S | 


Gn 61 a 


on your acceptance or refuſal of the Truths therein 
contain d, depends no leſs than your Welfare here 
and for ever. h 
_ That God may give every Reader a zeachable 
Mind, and that He may open their Hearts to te- 

ceive with Meekneſs the engrafted Word 
which 1s able to ſave their Souls, James \ i. 21. 
os * — and earneſt prayer Le 


n 


T heir Aﬀeltionate Friend 


Dec in CHRIST JES 


SO SS mh re 2 „ . my 


— 


* 
5 , 
; 4 - * * 
2 * N . "I 4 I - 8 i *: 
4 3 . 
4 + 1 8 


„handene 


A COMPASSIONATE. 


re FB ES 8 
A Toi rue | 
CHRISTIAN WORLD. * 


EAR immortal Soul! will you permit 
| a Friend of yours to ſpeak to you a little 
| about your higheſt and everlaſting Concerns? 
lt may be No- body has ſpoken to you about 
them a great while; and I fear you will not 
mind them, without being earneſtly and fre- 
quently ſpoke to: And is it not pity, that 
you ſhould fit ſtill and neglect a great Salva- 
„tion and glorious Eternity? Eternity, did I 
_ ſay? Who can mention Eternity without Ad- 
J miration, and F ear, and Tremblirg ? Ah, 

dear Souls, is it not ten thouſand Pities, 
that for want of Knowledge, and Wiſdom, 
and Care, you ſhould loſe the Time of Lite, 
and loſe a Day of Grace, and plunge your- 
ſelves into eternal Deſtruction! Who can 
| bear the Thoughts of it? Who can chuſe but 
Sigh and Weep, to think, that thouſands, 
and thouſands, that now live merry and jo- 
cund.in a careleſs World, will &er long be 
turn d into Hell with all them that forget God, 
and ey not the ſpe of our Lard , 3 2 
A 3 2 Tack. 
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2 Theff; i. 8. O that mine Eyes were Fout- | 
tains of Water, to run down Day and Night, | 


for the Multitude of ignorant, profane, ungod- 


ly Souls that dwell in our Land! what Crowds | 
of them are every where to be found! How i 
are our Cities, Countries, and Families filPd 
with eon, hirden'd Sinners, that will 

not hear, and will not learn the Things that 
belong to their endleſs Peace? How many Fa- 
milies live without Religion, and without the 


Word or Worſhip of God, and mind nothing 


but the World, and Vanity, and Sin, from one 
Week*'s-End to the other? What Numbers are 


there of wicked Souls, that live in Rioting and 


Drunkenneſs, in Chambering and Wantonneſs, 
in Hatred, and Strife, and Envy, in Curſing 
and Swearing, and Uncleanneſs, and never 
conſider what the dreadful End of all this Sin 9 
will be? How many thouſands are there that 
live without conſcientious hearing and read- 


ing the Word and Will of God, without ſeri- 


dous Prayer to God, without ſolemn Thoughts, 


whether there be a God, to be worſhiped or 
no ? Or whether there be a Mediator between 


God and Man, or no? Or what the Mex fol] 
? Ah, 
5 periſhing Mortals f what will hn come of if 


is, or where he is, or what he is doing 


? where will you in a little Time appear, 
i this Courſe hold? Give a Friend, yet 2 


Stranger, leave to bemoan and bewail your | 
woful Condition! O, fad Day, that brought | 
you into the World, if in ſuch a Condition | 
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ſhould go dut of it! Woe to you that ever 
you were born, if you put not on Wiſdom, 
WRepentance, and Holineſs before you die! I 
Wbelcech you, open your Eyes and Ears! hear 
the. Word and Truth of God, and ſee the 
Things that he hath revealed! Behold the Love 
and Compaſſion of the bleſſed God! Behold 
the Mercies and Graces of the Son of God! 
Behold the Glories of Heaven, and the Sor- 
row of Hell! Behold the endleſs Life and 
Mendleſs Death that God hath ſet before you! O, 
the Stupidity and Deadneſs of worldly ſenſual 
Souls! How grieved and pained am I for you! 
WGrieved to think of the Joys that you forfeit 
and ſcorn; pained to think of the helliſh An- 
guiſn and Woes that you are running into! 
and will ye not pity yourſelves ? Have you no 
8 Concern for your own Welfare, or for the De- 
t liverance of yourſelves from eternal Wrath 
and Ruin? Alas, would you have God to 
ſave you againſt your Wills? or bring you to 
that Heaven that you will not like, or love, 
| or {ſeek ? O, that I could help you to ſee your 
| Caſe! and that I could do ſomething to pull 
you as Brands out of the Fire! Alas how does 
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and dream away your Life and Time, your 
Damnation flumbers not, 2 Pet. ii. 3, What 
will you do, when God ſhall ſay of you, I 3s 
@ People of no Underſtanding ;, they will not un- 
Herſtand the Things that belong to their own Peace 
end Salvation ; and therefore he that made them, 
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your Deſtruction haſten ! and tho' you ſleep 
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a will not have Mercy on them; and he that ch 
formed them, will ſhew them no Favour, 1a, Sth 
KXVIL 11. un 
Ah, wretched Sinners 5 you confidet | =D 
is: ; ahowill ſave you, or can ſave you, if | 'Y 2 
he that made you will not! Will any one Mit. 
ſnew you Favour, if he that formed you will 3 13 
not do it? whoſe Power is greater than his? lt 
and whoſe Goodneſs and Mercy is greater than 1 | 
his? whoſe Bowels of Compaſſion are more Mb! 
tender than his? And will the Time come, Wt 
when he will ſhew you no Mercy and no 
Favour? O dreadful ! what will you do when 3 N 
the great Day of his Wrath is come; where . 
will you hide in the Day of his ſevereſt Indig- Wt 
nation? How can you bear that Wrath that, Wve 
breaketh the Mountains in Pieces, and burns Vn: 
down to the loweſt Hell ! tc 
How ſhall I beſpeak ye ? how ſhall 1 pour a: 
out my Love to you, my Concern for you, 
and my Lamentations over you? O, that 
you were wiſe; wiſe for Eternity and for if 
Salvation | Come ſit down, and let us reaſon 
together. What are ye doing? and what ! 
have you been doing ſince you were born? what | 
ſort of Heart and Life have you? what Spirit Nu 
are you of? whither are you going? what | 
will be the End of theſe Things? what ſort of n 
World do you think to appear in next? where Wit 
will your Abode be for ever and ever? Ah; Wh 
poor Wretches! do you think to eat and drink | 
_ the Time of A to ſleepand rrifle "= i 
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the faireſt Seaſons that God lends you, and 
then conclude, that all will be well, and God 
nnd Heaven will. be yours at laſt! Deſperate - 
» Deluſion ! what Sin or Luft, what Villian or 
evil put it into your Minds! Never believe 
| 


> Wit, that without Faith, or Repentance, and 
HFolinèſs you ſhall ever ſee God, or enjoy 
he Company of the bleſſed : Heb. xi. 6. 
e xiii. 3. Heb. xii. 14. O, that you would 
he reconciled to Wiſdom; to that Wiſdom that 
„the Word of God will teach you; that you 
> AÞvould be reconciled to true Seriouſneſs and 
1 EGodlineſs ! Rouſe up your Reaſon, and Senſe 
> nd Judgment, apply your Minds to ſome- 
hing good, and heavenly and divine! For 
t. our Soul's ſake; for the ſake of your eter- 
nal Welfare and Happineſs, let me beg you 
co think a little, and ponder on ſuch Things 
Was theſe. 


— 
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SECT. I. Serious Conſiderations. 
bo, Ethink ye what ye are. What, know ye 
not your ownſelves ? Are you ſo intent 
upon Things if han that ye can never look 
W within, nor conſider your own Beings? Are ye 
not curious, excellent Creatures? do you not 
ſeea great Variety of Creatures lower than you, 
and for your Uſe and Service? what elſe are 
che Birds of the Air, the Beaſts of the Field, 
and the Fiſh of the Sea and the Rivers? Are 
> 3-9 : you 
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not much better than they? furniſhed with | 
greater Excellencies and Powers? and who 
made you to differ? who gave you more know- 
ledge and Judgment, and Conſcience? who 
put the Sheep and — and other Cattle in| 
ſubjection to you? was it not ſome great 
Creator and Diſpoſer of all things? was it not 
ſome great Lord that is good to Man, and] 4 
prepared him a well-furniſhed World to dwell | 

in, who made theſe curious Bodies and excel- 
lent Souls? theſe Bodies of ſuch good Shape, WW 
and of ſo many Parts and Veſſels p who made 1 
this Head and Brain, that thus governs che lh 
Body and guides the Motions of it? who 

made the Stomach to receive the Food, and] 
digeſt it, to nouriſh the whole Body ? who 
made the Lungs to breathe and blow, 45 the 
Heart to receive the Blood, and pour it out a- 
gain into all the Members and the Limbs! how. 
wonderfully are you made ! who formed this if 
Sonl, that gives Lite and Motion to the Bal : 
that knows, and Judges, and remembers ? that ſe 
is capable of noble Services, and of great Joys 
and Miferies? O fooliſh, unthankful Mankind, 
that ſo forgets itſelf, its Original, and Creator! 
Alas, how ſtupid and ſleepy have you been all 
this while? how have ye loft your Thoughts, if 
and Minds, and Souls, amidſt the Cares and 
Vices and Noiſe of the World? and how dead 
and loſt have ye been to your, Maker, and-to 
all the Love and Service that you owe him? 
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2.  Confider” who God is] How high ad 


thi 


10 reat and glorious he is that made you, and or- 
v- ained all theſe Things! He is indeed the high 
10 ndlofty One, that inhabits Eternity: So great 
in 1 Ind valt is he, that the Heaven of Heavens can- 


at 1 Wot contain ham! So bright and glorious is he, 


ot That the pureſt brighteſt Angels cover their 
dj Faces before him! look up to the Heavens; 
nd conſider the Wiſdom and Power that ſhines 
4 | ere! what wonderful Wiſdom and Power was 


es, 


cy 2 3 Sun that * by way that made 


all theſe thouſands of Stars that look down 


af pon us at Night! Look round about you 
10 Ppon the Earth, and ſee the Wiſdom, Power, 
ae and Goodneſs that dwells there! what Riches. 


a- Wand Stores are there? Graſs and Herbs for the 
w Cattle ; Beaſts, Birds, and Cattle for Men; 


1s eas and Rivers to Water the Earth! O that 
Men would praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, 
at ¶ and for his wonderful ee to the Children 
ys of Men! How great and good is that God 


that thus made and e al theſe Things! 
How great is his Goodneſs,” and how great is 
It Beauty, and how great is his Holineſs and 


s, his Power! and then how great is his Love 
1d Wand Favour, and alſo how great is his Juſtice 
ad Wand Wrath and Indignation | who. would not 

fear and glority him! how ſad it is, that _ 


Hearts are turned away from God! that y 
have no more Delight in him, or Deſire — 


him! ! 
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| maintain his Law, and will do right. 


0 120 
him ! how fad it is, that you ſhould live ſo | 
ſtrange to that God, who only can make this 
World a Comfort to you ; and who alone can 
make you eternally happy! ! 

. Think what the Law of God is f- The 1 
Rule that he hath given you to act and live 
by! Has God made you fit to guide and go- 


vern yourſelves ? And do you think he has © 
given no Laws, to command, to direct you ? 
Does he not juſtly expect Feser and Wor- 


ſhip from you? and has he not taught you 
how to worſhip him? Does your Conſcience if 


never accuſe you, for having broken the Law MF; 


of God? Don't you find the Laws and Com- 
mands of God in your Bible? Are not the 
chief of them ſummed up in ten Heads, or ten 
Commandements? and ſummed up ſo, that 
you may the more eaſily remember them, and 
think upon them? Yet when did you learn, 


or ſtudy the Law of God? when did you think | 


of the Things that are commanded or forbid- 
den there? when did you find that God's Law i 
is exceeding broad? that it reaches the Mind, 


and Thoughts, and Conſcience, and judges 


the Secrets of the Heart ! Alas, how little 
have you loved your Duty and Obedience to 
God! Do you think God has forgotten his 
Laws as much as you have? and that he will 
never call you to an Account for your Igno- 
rance, Stubborneſs, and Diſobedience to them, 
conſider, That the Judge of all the Earth will 
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1. Cab der what ſin is. Tis your Unſuit : 
lbienels and Contradiction to the Law of God. 
jour Diſagreement and Diſobedience to God's 
ood, and holy, and ſpiritual Law ? and if 
Treaſon and Rebellion againſt an Earthly 
ing deſerves Death, what muſt be the Wages 
f Treaſon and Rebellion againſt the Holy 
od? what, will you bid Defiance to the Ma- 
ſty of Heaven? will you ſcorn his Wiſdom, 
nd Goodneſs and Power? what! will you 
_ upon his Mercy, and Patience, and 
Move ? will you dare his Veagence, and pro- 
3 Woke him to his Face? Poor, Souls! think 
Phat you are doing: Do ye think God will 
hot hate Sin, and that he will not be reveng- 
d on all the Workers of Iniquity? how much 
Lvil and Guilt is there in one Sin! And how 
uch more in a whole Life of Sin ! And how 
puch more if you live and die. in Sin without 
Lepentance | 2 0% 
5. Conſider what Conſcience is is. It will make 
ou ſome Time or other confider ! It will not 
ways be choaked and ſilenced. Have you 
o Conſcience ? would you have the World to 
now you. have none ? How fit are you then 
d be turned out of the World ? Have you no 
ward Shame for any thing you ſay or do? 
an you lie without Conſcience ! Have you no 
ear of God, no Reflection on yourſelves, no 
legard to the Law of God? Can you content- 
Aly commit. Adultery and Whoredom, os 
eat or ſteal, or break the Sabbath, or ſwear, 
F or 
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or get drunk, or fall into Paſſions ? whae 
Hearts have you? how unfit to live among 
Mankind? Does Conſcience never accuſe you? 
if you have no Conſcience, how much worſeif 
are you than the Brutes! and that becauſe you. 
are likely to do much worſe Miſchief ! If youll 
have a Conſcience, what is the Language and 
Meaning of it! Does it not tell you, chat Y 
there is a holy and terrible God ? that youll 
have offended him, and want to be reconciled 
and to be at Peace with God ? does it not tell} AY 
you that you have Souls to be faved, and 1 
Work to be done for Eternity? does it 101 
tell you that Death is coming, and you are * 
unready, and know not what will become of 
you for ever? Did you never feel the Pains 
and Pangs of Conſcience ? if you ever did 
conſider how inraged and pained it would be, 3 
if God ſhould open Conſcience more, and ſei 
your Sins in order before your Eyes, and 
make you feel the Weight of them ! what ai 
pained, troubled, reſtleſs Conſcience would 
you then have! It would give you no Reſt 
Day nor Night; it would be a conſtant Tor- 
ture to you, and as a Worm that never dies; 
O, ſtand in awe of your Conſcience, ſee that 
it be reconciled to God, and purged from 4 
dead Works, that you may comfortably we N 
the living God | 
6. See what a ſinful woeful World you Jave in! 
1 you did but know the Law of God, 
would ſee it i is a finful World continually] 
rn 


. i 
at reaking God's Laws, you would ſee how lit - 
ige of the Fear and Love of God dwells there, 
1? Mow little Aim and Deſign for God there is to 
ſe We found, and that Sin and Ungodlineis every 
zu Where reigns, Can we wonder then, that God 
uM angry with ſuch a World as this, and that 
de ſends Puniſhments, Woes and Plagues ? 
at e find ſome complain of Poverty and 
»uWants, ſome of Sickneſs and Pains, others 
ed Shame and Reproaches : Some are wrong- 
1 and oppreſſed; almoſt all have their 
nd roſſes, Diſappointments, and Vexations, in 
0. Ine kind or other; and Death at laſt in- 
me libly comes, and cuts down all. And 
of Mould we be fond of ſuch a World as this? a 
nailing, whithering World! a vain vexatious, 
id. Wying World! Will ye not ſeek a better 
hen Vorld than this ? will ye ſell your Souls for 


e is? what ſhall it profit you to gain ſuch a 


* 


nd Vorld as this, and then loſe your own Souls, 


nd periſh for ever? Mark viii. 36, 37. O, 
na rhat need have you to be ſaved from this 

reſent evil World, and to ſet your Hearts, 
nd Hopes, and Expectations upon a better. 


hriſtian Religion is, That way of ſerving and 
Wlcaſing God, which is eſtabliſhed in and by 
leſus Chriſt, and which is taught to the 


Do you take Care to learn your Religion from 
thence; or. have you no Religion? If you. 
£ | | have 


7. Confider what Religion is. The Way of 
:rving and pleaſing God. Conſider what the 


orld by him, and is contained in the Bible. 
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ave none, are S. not Brent Ke do you 
not profeſs ſome Religion or other? If you 
have no Religion, {ure you have no Conſe 
ence; and if no Conſcience, ſure no Reaſon 
nor Judgment, but live like filly Beaſts. If you 
have any n where is it? from whenc: 
do ye learn it? from the Cuſtoms and Com. 
mandments of Men? from your Parents and 
Education ? Alas! are Cuſtoms always good} 
is Education always agreeable to the Word o 
Chriſt ? Do you pretend to be Chriſtians, and 
yet not know what Chriſtianity is, and what i 
means! Are ye Strangers to the Religion you 
pretend to be of, and by which you hope tq; 
be ſaved ? Do you think, that a Religion youl: 
do not underſtand, will do you any good! 
or that it is enough to have the Name, and 
make a Noiſe, about Religion, when you 
have none of the Power and Practice? How 
ealily do poor Sinners delude their own Souls, 
and cheat them into eternal Darkneſs 
8. Bethink yourſelves who the Lord Jeſus Cbrif 
7s Hoy oft do you ſpeak of him, and yet not 
know him, or think & him? what! know ye 
not Chriſt? is he the Head and Author of your 
Religion, and yet not know him? Are non | 
led by his Name, called Chriſtians ! and "Ih 
not know who Jeſus Chriſt is ? what do:y 
think of him? is he God or Man, or both? 
What are his Excellencies ? or has he none in 
your Eyes? what do you think of his Perfon,' 
of his Office, Work and Deſign ? what do 


you think of his putting on our Nature, and 
coming into our World ? what do you know 
of his Life and Death, of his Miracles, and 
Righteouſneſs, and Spirit? what do you know 
f his dying for our Sins, and for our Re- 
Kdemption? of his Riſing from the Dead, 
and going up into Heaven, and ſending 
own his Holy Spirit to convert and ſanc- 
Fify the World unto himſelf! what do ye 
now of his reigning and interceeding in 
eaven; and of his deſigning to come again 
o judge this whole World! O, blind Ne- 
glectors of your own Souls, that will not 
know and remember him that came to re- 
Neem and ſave you! How will ye look him 
in the Face, when he comes again 
9. Conſider what the Bible is. The Book 
hat God has ſent you to teach you the Way 
Ko Heaven and Happineſs and Himſelf: The 
Book that is to make you good and wiſe; 
ea wiſe for Salvation: The Book that con- 
ains the Law of God, and Goſpel of Chriſt: 
he Law of God, and what he commands 
you, as your Duty, gad Obedience, and 
n hankfulneſs to him: The Goſpel of Chriſt, 
end the Way in which you are to be par- 
1 doned, and ſaved and accepted with God. 
F 2 here you are told what God has done in 
* Fe Creation, Preſervation, Redemption, and 


1 overnment of the World: There you are 
on. eld how God dealt with Man when he had 


made him good and happy: There you are 


told what God has e in ſendin * Bon ; 
for the Redemption of the World; and 
what the Son of God has done to redeem, | 
and recover us loſt Sinners to God: There 
vou learn how Holy Men have walked with 
God, and have been loved, and bleſſed by 
hims arid how evil Men have offended him, 
and have been curſed and puniſhed by him. 
There you are taught how to be believe, and A 
nt and obey, and overcome the World, 
and be eternally happy and bleſſed. O bleſſedl ® 
Book how is it flighted and diſpiſed! O wicked 
World, that will not value and ſtudy, and $ 
learn the Book of God: the Word of Truth, 
and Word of Salvation! O, the Patience off 
God! that ſo bears with the World, that diſ-# 
regards and forſakes his Law and bargen 
his Will and Grace, diſcover'd to periſning 84 
Mankind. | 1 
180. Confider what Converfion, 5 i 
} ant Regeneration are. It may be you have of- 
ten heard the Names, but little know thei YZ 
Things: Do ye know what is to be converted 
unto God? Do ye know what that Repentancei 
is that ſets your Heart againſt Sin, and ſets it 
towards God? Do you know what it is to be 
new-born, or born from above ? or to have D 
Heart and Mind renewed by the Spirit off 
God ? Know ye not that you «= need that 
a great Change ſhould be made upon your 
Hearts and Conſciences, before you can be 
fit. to enter into Heaven? See you not, char 4 
2 f you 


— 


| ( 19 ) * 
ou mult be mightily altered in Temper and 
Wpirit, before you can be fo Holy as ſome 

dthers are; and before you can love God 
Ind Chriſt with all your Mind, and Might, 
nad Strength? Do you not perceive how vain 
ad fooliſh, how carnal, and worldly, and cor- 
pt you are? Do you not ſee that you have 
na ed to be new Creatures, to have new 
earts, new Spirits, new Affections, that you 
Hay be ſuch as the Word of God requires, 
d ſuch as may be prepared for Death, and 
pearing before God! how long will you 
Wntcinue in your Sins? in the Love and Prac- 


dr God, and to intreat you to return, and he 
conciled to God? Are they not Ordained 
Wd Appointed to teach you the way to God, 
ad Life, and Heaven! and will :you nt 
ear them! will you not learn and receive 
rom them, the Preaching and Inſtruction, 
1 $5.18 for your Good, and the Peace of your 
ha 12. Bethink ye what Baptiſm is, Do yon 
dure in a Chriſtian Land ? and have you been 
+: @2Þtized ? and know ye not what Baptiſm is? 
at now ye not that ye were ſigned and ſealefl 
dul ith Water? ſigned for God's Servants, and 
3 : 4 ſealed 
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41 
ſealed in Covenant with him? was not Water | ;, 
apply d to you, to tell you that now you muſt I ,, 
be pure and clean, purged from all Filthineſs ſj 
of Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Holineſs in  /; 
the Fear of God ? you were baptized into the if , 
Name of the Father, to oblige you to love o 
the Father, and to be faithful in all Obedi- || 
ence to him: You were baptized in the Name 
of the Son, to oblige you to chuſe the Son 
for your Redeemer and Saviour, and to be th 
Followers of him to the Death: You were ar 
baptized into the Name of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to oblige you to accept the Holy Ghoſt for I ft. 
vour Guide and Sanctifier, and to give up your- pj 
ſelves to his ſanctifying Operations. And have I cr. 
you forgot and neglected all this? O perverſe pj 

ouls ! will nothing tie you to God? will no fir 
Bonds be ſtrong enough to ſecure you to pl 
him? How fad it is, that ſo many Thouſands I ch. 
that have been baptized to God and Chriſt, 
ſhould be Slaves to Sin, and led Captive by it 
the Devil] and that baptized. ones, thoſe that co 
have been given up to the Father, and to the the 
Bleſſed Son, and to the Holy Spirit, ſhould yo 
at laſt be found among the Devils, and doomed i an. 


to their Flames and Beſtruction. 
13. Think what the Sacrament of the Lordiſſ n 
Supper is, Perhaps you have never received h 
it in all your Life, but have wickedly lighted pre 
and turned your Back on this holy Peaft that to | 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has prepared for your; 
1; or at leaſt if you have received it, has I this 


« 
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it not been after a formal cuſtomary Manner; 
without a deep Senſe of your Need of the 
Benefits it was inſtituted to convey ? Confider 
then that the Sacrament of the Lords Supper 
was ordained by Chriſt himſelf in Remembrance 
of his moſt precious Death and Paſſion. Con- 
ider, that the Bread broken, and the Wine 
poured out, do ſet forth his Body peirced, 
and his Blood ſhed for Sinners; and that as 
the natural Lite of the Body is ſtrengthened 
and ſupported by Bread and Wine, ſo the 
ſpiritual Life of the Soul in Believers is 
ſtrengthened and ſupported by the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt.  Confider further that this Sa- 
crament, (as well as that of Baptiſm) is a 
Pledge and Seal of the new Covenant Bleſ- 
ſings and Promiſes to all Chriſts faithful Peo- 
ple, and ought to be humbly, reverently, and 

thankfully received by them, ON 
14. Think what Death is! Think on it for 
it is coming a pace; it is well if it does not 
come and ſeize you before you have well 
thought of it. Will it not come- and divide 
your Soul from the Body ? will it not come 
eo and cut down the Body and lay it in the cold 
Earth! O deluded, beſotted Sinners, that will 
ri not think of that, which will be here ſo ſhortly! 
who has bewitched you, that you ſhould not 
prepare for ſuch a Meſſenger, that is coming 
hat to carry you into another World ! how ſhould 
| weep over dying Mortals, that will not 
2 (think whither they are going! O Devilith, 
5 1 tempting 
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tempting World, that will not ſuffer Men to Ill v 
look and prepare for Death! O cruel Sin and n 
Fleſh, that lull Souls aſleep, till they are landed y 
in endleſs Darkneſs and Deſpair! Dear Friends Ill 
awake, rouſe up Senſe and Reaſon, and be- b 
think you where you will be in a little while ! o 
how many Funerals do we ſee, and how many 
| Mourners go about the Streets! in how few 
Days muſt your Faces be changed, your Eyes 
and Lips be cloſed, this warm and walking 
Body ſtretched out as a cold ſtiff Corps and 
ſo confined up in a Coffin, and laid down in a 
dark Grave our of Sight ! And will you then 
be proud, and vain, and frothy, and gay, and 
worldly, as you are now! dear Brethren think 
of Death, and make all wiſe and holy Pre- 
parations for it! 

16. Think what Heaven is. But who can 
tell the Joys and Pleaſures that are there! O 
that you would be willing to go and ſee, and 
feel them there! how ſhall I adjure you to 
be in good earneſt for Heaven! Then you 
will find at laſt, that it was well worth all! 
your Pains and Care. There is the Fountain, 
and all the Springs of Life and Peace and 
Bliſs: There dwells the eternal God, in whoſe 
| Preſence. is Fulneſs of Joy for evermore: 
There dwells the Lord Jeſus, who will fill th 
you with Happineſs by the Light of his Coun- ar 
tenance: There dwell the Happy Angels, be 
and there the Holy Souls, that are gone from b. 
the 1 and are now made perfect, andi w 


will 


” p , 7 N . - N 7 * os 7 
\ E ” Pp. g 
” K : 
8 * 
8 - 
6 
| * 
4 — 
x . 4 
* *. k 
© 4a , 


> if will make you joyful. If all this will nor“ i 
d make you ſtrive for Heaven, in good Truth, 1 
d vou deſerve never to come thither. Shall“ 
Heaven, and all its Inhabitants be deſpiſed * ll 
- by you! Beware how you thus forſake your j 
| WM own mercy ! I e 5 
156. Cos ſider what Hell is. Conſider, that you 
may not come there, God make you willing 

8 to eſcape theſe Torments! What Tongue can 

g tell, or Heart conceive the Sharpneſs, and 

d I Severity and Length of them! There is the 

a | Abode of the Devils, and damned Spirits, that 

n are hated and curſed by the Holy God: And 

d how great is the Power of his Wrath, and the 

k WM Weight of his Fury! How dreadful, doleful, - 


e- and terrible, muſt his Juſtice and Indignation, 
and Revenge be! The Worm is there that will 
an never Die ! the Fire is there that will never be 
OW quenched, Mark ix. 46. the Lake of burning 
1d ll Brimſtone, that Flames and Torments for ever 
to and ever! Cries and Howling are there Night 
ouß and Day ? there Weeping and Wailing, and 
all gnaſhing of Teeth! Mat xiii. 42. there Pains 
in, I and Stings of Conſcience ! there Horror, An- 
nd guiſh, Confuſion, and Deſpair! Lord, ever ſave 
ole us from that Place of Torment! make us willing 
e to be and to do, all that is needful to ſave us from 
fill the Wrath to come | fit down, poor Mortals, 
in- and bethink ye what if ye ſhould be in Hell, 
ls, WM before this Month is ended! how inconceiva- 
om bly fad will your Caſe be to all Eternity! and 
maß why not you as well as Thouſands that are 
mm. B 4 - thers 
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there already, and Thouſands more chat will 


come there hereafter? What do ye more than 


others? How little Care do ye take to pre- 
vent Damnation? Awake, all You that have 
Souls to be ſaved ! For God's Sake, for thoſe 
Precious dear Souls Sakes, have a Care of run- 
ning into the Woes and Flames of Hell! 

17. Conſider for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 
Sake, conſider the Day of Judgment. The Day 
when ali Mankind muſt be doomed to their 
eternal State and Abode. O bleſſed Day O 


doleful Day! The moſt bleſſed that ever came 


to ſome; the moſt Doleful that ever was to 
others. Who can tell the eee Joys 
of that Day 

A Day. Vbich one would think, ſhould 
continually keep the World in awe. How 
will you guilty Sinners look the Judge in the 


Face! How will ye do, when the Arch- 
Angles Voice and Trumpet ſhall open your 


Graves, and ſtartle you diere and draw you 


forth to appear before all the World ! How 
will ye be able to behold all that Company 


How will your Conciences then bear you out? 


— — — — 2 
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How will you endure to have your names cal- 
led over, your Accounts called, your Talents 
of Time, and holy Means and Mercies reckon- 


| ed for? What Account can you give of what 
Tou have been doing in the Body, ever fince 


ou were born? How will you bear the 
Jae Voice, and the eternal Sentence he 
Will n ye that forget that' Day ! ye 


that, 


RR ©, 
in that will not Remember that the Lord is 
in coming, to Judge the World in Righte- 
&- oOuſneſs. 
2 Now, beloved Brees, will you think a 
ſe little on theſe Things? Are they not Things 
n- | fit and worthy to be thought of? Will not 
the Meditation of them © you good ? Will 
it not tend to make you better aud wiſer, 
iy Ml more fit for Death and a better World ? The 
ir Lord help you to underſtand, and love the 
O0 Things of your Peace. 
de What Knowledge have you got ? Is; it not 
ro very ſmall, and lame, and lifeleſs © Does it ſer 
s | you upon the love of God, upon Praying to 
him, and keeping his Commandments? If it 
d does not, what is it good for? Will fuch a 
w 8 Knowledge or ſuch a Faith ſave you? It may 
ebe, you ſometimes repeat the Creed (or the 
"A Belief ) and the Lords Prayer, and the Ten 
ir Commandments; and do you underſtand them, 
u and love the Truths, and Requeſts and Du- 
ties contained there? Can your Minds go a- 
long with the Words? or do you ſay them by 
t? rote, as Parrots, without knowing. the Mean- 
Ling? Give me leave to examine you in theſe 
ts Things a little; Let me help you to look in- 
i- to your own. Hearts, and ſee what Know- 
at ledge or Darkneſs is there, what Evil or what 
de Goodneſs is there; Let each of you then, that 
ie MW reads this Book, ſeriouſly and honeſtly Exa- 
e mine yourſelves upon theſe three Forts: of 


. thus. 
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them ſo like himſelf; that he is 2 
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T Believe in 0 od the Father Ainichry, Maker 
of Heaven and Earth. Do I believe there 
is a God? How much Atheiſm dwells in my 
Heart? How little have I lived as if I did be- 
lieve that there is a God! How ready have I 
been to ſay in my fooliſh Heart, there is no 
God; or elſe to wiſh that there was no God! 
How loath am I, that there ſhould be a God! 


loath to be troubled with Religion and Godli- 
_ neſs! How glad ſhould I be, if I might live as 
T lift, and = be called upon to fear and wor- 


ſhip God! Alas, how little have I known and 
believed the Nature and glorious Perfections 
of God, his Purity, Light, Wiſdom, Power, 
and Love? How little have I conſidered, that 
he is ſuch a Father as has an eternal Son; that 
he is Father of Angels and Men, by making 


and can do whatever he pleaſes ; that he is 
Maker of the wide and beautiful World, that 


we ſee:? how of: have I ſeen the Heavens, and 


never thought on him that made them? Seen 
the Sun, and Moon, and Stars, and never 
thought on that Wiſdom and Might, that 
framed them,. and placed them there ? How 
oft have I ſeen the Earth and Seas, the Moun- 
tains and Rivers, and never thought on the 
great Creator? How oft bave I ſeen tlie = 

I OW 
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dows ana with the Graſs, the Fields with _ 
Corn and Grain, and never remembered that 
good God who made all theſe Things? Ho- 
oft have I ſeen the Beaſts and Cattle, the 
Flocks and Herds, and not conſidered whomade 
them, or whether they were once made or no, 
or who gave them into the Poſſeſſion of Men? 
If I have believed theſe Things, how yain 
and ineffectual, how dead and unthankful nas 
all my Faith been? 

2. And in Feſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord: ; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, horn of 
the Virgin Mary. When did I Flies all this, 
and endeavour to underſtand it? Do 1 really 
believe that there was ſuch a Perſon in the 
World, as Jeſus Chriſt? that about Seventeen 
Hundred Years: ago, he lived in the Fews 
Country, called Canaan; that there he was 
Born particularly at a Town called Bethlehem? 


that there he preached and did abundance of 


mighty Miracles, went up and down doing 
Good, inſtructing Sinners, and ſaving Souls? 
Do TI believe that he is the Son of God in ſuch 
a manner as no other Men are; that he is the 
eternal Son of God; that he 1s the eternal 
Word and Wiſdom of the Father, and with 
him the Maker of all Things that are made; 
that he is therefore Lord and Heir of all 
Things; Equal to the Father, in every divine 
perfection and Attribute? Have I believed that 
this bleſſed Son of God, for us, and our Re- 
demption, took on him our Nature, was _ 
42 a te 


« 26 ) 
ted to ſuch a rational: Soul as we have, and- to 
| ſuch a Body of Fleſh and Blood, and Bones as 
we have? Do I believe therefore, that he is 
both God and Man, in two diſtin& Natures and 

one Perſon, one Redeemer * Have I con- 
fidered, that he is juſtly called Jeſus, that is Sa- 
viour, becauſe he muſt and will fave his People 
from their Sins? Mat. i. 21. and juſtly called 
Chriſt too, that is, Anointed ; becauſe he is 
appointed and prepared of God, to be the Sa- 
viour of the World ? and that he is the Me- 
Mah, the great Deliverer that was of old pro- 
miſed to the Church of the Fews? how great 
and ſtrange is it to believe, that the human 
Nature, or the united Body and Soul of Jeſus 
Chriſt, were formed by the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, in the Virgins's Womb ! that they 
were conceived there, and ſo, that he was 
brought forth, and born of a pure and holy 
Virgin ? Have I known and ponder'd and 
believed theſe things concerning Jeſvs Chriſt ? 

3. Who ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead and buried, and deſcended into Hell. 
Have I believed this ſtrange Report? Have 1 
conſider'd the great Compaſſion and Love of 
the Son of God, who would ſorrow and ſuffer 
for us ? Have I conſidered, what he ſuffer'd, 
and for what he ſuffered, and how great his 
Sufferings were, and for what end, and uſe, 
and purpoſe i ? He ſuffer'd all his Life long ; 
was born to Sorrows and Griet : He ſuffered 
from God, from Men, and Devils: He 
ſuffered 
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ſuffered from W Pearland and from the 
Miniſters and Magiſtrates, and Courts of Juſ⸗ 
tice; all were Enemies to him, who came to 
bear our Sins; He ſuffered from the Fews, 
his own Countrymen, and from the Gentiles, 
that were Strangers to him; particularly he 
ſuffered under the Government and in the 
Court of Pontius Pilate, one that was a Roman, 
and was ſent by the Emperor of Rome, to be 
Governor of the Jews, who were then under 
the Power of the Romans,: This Pontius Pi- 
late declared Jeſus Chriſt to be innocent, and 
yet delivered him to the Fews to be crucified, 
to be nailed by Hands and Feet to a Croſs, 
and there to hang in Pain, and Hunger, and 
Shame till Life could laſt no longer : A re- 
proachful Death this was, to hang with Thieves 
between He avenand Earth: A curſed Death 
this was, pronounced accurſed by the Law of 
God. And then, when he was Dead, he 
was taken down from the Croſs, and laid 6 in 
the Grave: All this he endured for our Re- 
demption; that he might redeem us from 
Sin, and Death, and Hell, and from the ever- 
laſting Wrath and Curſe of God. Gal. iii. 13. 
O how hard is it to believe this Love, and 
Grace; that the Son of God ſhould ſuffer, 
and bleed, and die for ſuch a poor worthleſs, 
unthankful Sinner! Lord increaſe my Know- 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and of him nem 4 
Lord increaſe * Faith 


( 30 ) 
4. The third Day he roſe again from the Dead. 
How great a Piece of Divine Doctrine is this, 
that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould riſe again from the 
Dead ! that his Soul ſhould return from Para- 
diſe and be united to the Body again, and 
enter with it upon an eternal Life! How 
great a Confirmation is this, that our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of God, was a Light 
and Teacher ſent of God, and ſo was owned 
by him, to be the Saviour of the World? O 
excellent Truth! Is Chriſt riſen? then he has 
conquered Death, and will give his Servants 
the Victory? Did he riſe from the Dead the 
third Day, that is, the third Day from his 
Death? that muſt be the firſt Day of the 
Week; for all the Jews Sabbath, (which was 
the ſeventh Day and our Saturday) he lay in 
the Grave, Did he riſe on the firſt Day of the 
Week ? How honourable is that Day ; how 


Pleaſant ſhould it be to me to think of our | 


Saviour's Reſurrection from the Dead 1 
g. He aſcended up into Heaven, and fitteth on 
#be Right Hand of God, the Father Almighty. 
How highly is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt exalted! 
how high is he in the Favour and Love of 
God! Is he gone to Heaven? Alas, how lit- 
fle have I thought of the Heaven to which 
he is gone? How great and glorious is the 
Company there? Surely there is one kind 
Friend, ſince our Lord Jeſus is there! Is he 
at the Right Hand of God? How happy is he 
after all his Sufferings and Sorrows ? for at 


God's 


19 i 
God's Right-hand are Pleaſures for evermore, 
O that I could think of Heaven more, fince 
Jeſus Chriſt is there! That I could ſet my 
Heart and Affections on Heaven, fince he is 
there! Surely he will remember his Servants, 


1 wW R. 


| Wand ſpeak a Word on the Behalf of his Be- 
4 wh ou he is fat down at the Right Hand 
0 Od. 8 | 5 1 21 

6. From thence he ſhall come to Judge bob 
) Nb? Quick and the Dead. Will Jeſus Chriſt 
. | come again; he that ſuffer'd, and was cruci- 
4 fied, and ſlain, will he come again? He that 

e is ſet down at the Right Hand of God, wil 
Ihe come again to this World? Surely he has 

8 ſome great, Work to do; How great is it? . 
5 to Judge the whole World! O who is able 

n for ſuch a Work? who can remember the 
bs Thoughts, and Words, and Deeds, that have 
„been in the World from the beginning to the 

1 end of it? who can know all Men's Hearts 
and Deſigns, and Aims ? who can know all 
1 the Thoughts and Languages that have been 


in the World? Who can tell all the Men, 
5 and Women, and Children that have been in 
of the World, and will be to the end of the 
+. World? All this does Jeſus Chriſt know, or 
n he cannot Judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 
e Alas, how little do we think of this? How 
1d oft do we mutter over this Belief, without 
ne thinking and believing that Jeſus Chriſt is 
ve coming to Judge the World? what will be- 
come of the Dead, when they ſhall be called 
= 


an Account? what will become of the Quick, ſi 
that is, of thoſe that ſhall be found alive, i 
when Jeſus Chriſt comes? what will they do, tl 
when the Earth ſhall Quake under them; ot 
when Flames fhall fly round about them; - 
when the Heavens ſhall open over their Heads, iſ of 
and they ſhall/ſee the Son of God come with 
all his Angels, and with mighty Power and 
reat Glory? why is the World ſo ſleepy and 
ſecure ? how little have I believed that Day, 
how little fitted and prepared myſelf for it? 
What ſhall I do then, and where ſhall I ap- 
pear? in what Condition ſhall I then be? how 
ſhall I bear the Judge's Face, and Voice, and 
Sentence ? Lord teach me to prepare-for that 
de Mn: 
3 I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, Did I ever 
bethink myſelf who the Holy Ghoſt is ? if 
not, how can I profeſs to believe in him? 
have I heard and conſidered whether there be 
any Holy Ghoſt or no? If I have, who is he? 
ſurely he is one that is excellent and ' pure, 
fince he is called Holy; one that is in himſelf 
inviſtble and immortal, ſince he is called Ghof 
or Spirit; one that is a Perſon, ſince I muſt 
believe him, and truſt him, and a Divine Per- 
ſon too, ſince I muſt believe in him, for ſpi- 
ritual and everlaſting Bleſſings; muſt believe 
in him, as in God the Father, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. ' Do I believe the Holy Ghoſt, 
and the things he has reveal'd in his Scrip- 
tures ? For holy Men of God ſpake as they 
2 8 were 


oy 


ä 9 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Do I believe 
in the Holy Ghoſt, and devs upon him for 
the Work that he has to do; for the Work 
of Sanctification, and making me. meet for 
Heaven? Have 1 been baptized in the Name 
of the Holy Ghoſt? Surely 1 ſhould remem- 
ber my Dedication to him, ſhould honour and 
ſerve him, as one to whom I have been de- 
voted. But alas! how little have I remem- 
bered, and regarded the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Holy Spirit of Gig bas 5 
8. The Holy Catholick Church. [Tame often 
heard of the Church, but what is it? It is 
ſomething pure, and devoted to God, for it 
is Holy. So then that which is not holy, 
ſeems not to belong to the Church: And 
then, they that are not holy, are not properly 
of the Church. Alas, how many that call 
themſelves Chriſtians, are cut off from this 
Church? and ſurely it is not in the Compaſs 
of it, a little narrow Thing. Tis Catholick, 
tis Univerſal and Geben tis not like the 
Jews Church confined to one Land, or Coun- 
try. or People; it is ſpread into diverſe Na- 
tions and Countries. So then it ſhould ſeem, 
that all who are holy in any Land or Coun- 
try belong to the Church of God. What a 
goodly Company is that? well may I believe, 
that there is ſueh a Church as that, ſince 
God will have a Seed to ſerve him; and Chriſt 
will ſee of the Travail of ** Landi 2 bring 
many Sons to Glory. 1 
C 9. ' The 


e 
9. The Communion of Saints. Who are theſe 
Saints? Are there any ſuch now in the World? L 
I ſometimes hear of Popes making Saints, 1 
and ſometimes I hear the Name caſt upon fr 
People by way of Contempt, as if it were G 
not what they profeſs to be, or as it it were Il * 
| ſcandalous to be a Saint: And yet I muſt be- 
lieve there are Saints, and that there is a Ife 
Communion of them. Frequent mention is | * 
made of them in Scripture. Who then can It 
they be? Can they be any other than true I ” 
Chriſtians ; they that are holy, are Saints. | 
Then all the Members of the Holy, Catho- ||| 
lick Church are Saints. Happy Company that E 
is made up of Saints | ſurely theſe ſhould hve A 
and walk in Communion; they ſhould own 47 
one another as Members of the ſame Body W 
and Church and as belonging to the fame I l 
Lord and Head; They ſhould love one ano- . 
ther, relieve, and ſuccour, and pray for one ** 
another: Surely they ſhould help one another of 
in the holy way to Heaven. | el 
10. The Forgiveneſs of Sins. And will God ill ©* 
indeed forgive Sins? How unwilling are Men 
to forgive Injuries done to them? How glo- B 
rious is God, who might demand the full ** 
Puniſhment of our Iniquities! is there For- * 
giveneſs with God? O how glad ſhould ſuch ** 
à poor Sinner be! one that is ſo laden with tl 
Corruption, and Sin, and Guilt; one that th 
has ſuch an evil, wicked Heart and Nature! * 
one that is prone to Unrighteouſneſs * 1 | 
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þ £ * . 


(3s. ): 

Diſobedience, as the Sparks fly upwards ! one 
whoſe Life has been fo Idle and Vain, fo far 
from the Law and Love of God! and will 
God forgive me? what need then have I to | 
ariſe and go to him for his Forgiveneſs 2 Woe 
to me, that ever I was born, if God will not 
forgive me, and pardon me ! how ſhould I 
ſtudy, and ſeek his Forgiveneſs, and ftudy 
the way in which it may be found? Upon 
what ſcore will God forgive me? How will 
his Juſtice be cleared and ſatisfied, and glori- 
| fied? There is a Mediator with him, a great 
+ | High Prieſt, that has preſented him with an 
e || aroning Sacrifice, and has poured out his Soul 
nan offering for Sin! This is the Son of God, 
who has by himſelf purged away our Sin: And 
je | {9 we have Redemption, even Remiffion, or 
>. | Forgiveneſs of our Sins, thro? his Blood. Nom. 
\e | ili. 25. O that I might now heartily repent 
= of my Sins, and turn from them to God, and 
embrace Jeſus Chrift the Saviour, and fo go 

\q | to God for his Forgiveneſs of all my Sins 
nl 11. The Reſurrettion of the Body. Muſt this 
Body be raifed from the Dead? What! when 
an if has lain rotting divers Years in the Duſt; 
\r- and when no Man can tell where the Parts of 
ch it are? O what vaſt Knowledge muſt find 
th them out? what mighty Power muſt put 
iat them together, and give them life? What! 
re! maſt all the Graves be open'd? muft all 
to Mens Bodies be raiſed ! what a vaſt Number 
if. | wil then meet together! who believes this 
; : C2 | Report 
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Report? who ſtrives by all means to gain a 
happy Reſurrection from the Dead? O that 
I might mortify the Luſts of the Body! that 
I might keep it chaſte, and pure, and clean, 


| that it may have a bleſſed Reſurrection! O 


that I could believe this Article more, and live 


in the Expectation. of, and Preparation for 
the Reſurrection of this Body. 


12. And the life everlaſting. Amen. What, 


is there another Life after this? a Life that 


is everlaſting, and will never end? what does 
the fooliſh World think of? how inconceiva- 
ble is an endleſs Life? how inexpreſſible, 
whether it be ſpent. in Torment! Tho' an 
endleſs Life in Torment is rather called ever- 
laſting Death. How afraid am I to die, and 
yet how little do I fear everlaſting Death 
how negligent am I of everlaſting Life ? what 
will it be to live for ever with the bleſſed God, 
and with the bleſſed. Saviour, and with the 
bleſſed Angels; with the Holy Catholick 
Church, when it ſhall be made a bleſſed Com- 
munion ? what a Life will this be! O that 
I had all this while more believed this ever- 


laſting Life! bleſſed God evermore teach me 
the way' ted. Mn. 
Thus, Brethren, have you conſider'd how 


you have believed? have ye believed in vain? 
have ye not believed with ſuch an idle, lazy 


Faith that will do you no good, and will not 


fave your Souls? ſuch as St. James ſpeaks of, 


that is without Works of Obedience and Ho- 


lineſs, 


E 
_— d So 
=—_ 
© 8 


* . 
1 | lineſs, and is not. much better than the Faith 
t of Devils? O how deceived and diſappointed 
4 


will many that are called Chriſtians be, that 
how: believed no better! 


* _ _ 
— * 
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SE C T. III. Self-Examinationd derived from 
the LORD's PRAYER. A 


t ND have ye prayed: any better than ye _. 
$ have believed? have not your Prayers 
- || been as dead and empty and heartleſs as your 
„ | Belief? You ſay you believe in God the Father 
n | Aimighty : But when did you go down upon 
* 
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your Knees, and humbly and ſeriouſly pray 
to your Almighty Father? when did you, 
and where did you ſolemnly and heartily ho- 
t nour and worſhip him, and pour out your 
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at 
, Souls before him? It may be you ſometimes 
e | fay the Lord's Prayer, or hear it faid by others, 
k but do you underſtand it? and does your un- 
1- derſtanding Heart pray over the Petitions and 
at Contents of that Prayer? Are your Hearts 
r- caſt into the Mould of that Prayer? Are they 
ne fitted and prepared according to the Holy Re- 
queſts that are there made? If not, how can 
w || you pretend to pray according to that heaven- 
1? | ly Prayer? Therefore let every one examine 
zy | himſelf, and his Mind, and try and fee, if 
ot ¶ that Prayer, and the ſacred Petitions of it, 
are written upon his Heart. Conley and 
reflect thus : wi 41-0 3 25 | 
C 3 1. Our 
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in the World or no! Alas! how hy 


i 


UR Father which art in Heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy Name. How little have 
I conſidered that God is Father of the World, 
and particularly of Mankind; 
the Off-ipring of God, having 


been made 


in his holy Likeneſs ! and that God is ſtill 
providing for and taking Care of Man ! that 


he gives us our Life, our Breath, and our 
All! and that he is our Father by Redemp- 
tion too, having ſent his Son to redeem and 
ſave us! O how high and glorious is God, 

who dwelleth in Heaven | but how little do 
I think of his Throne and ho 
when I come before him! how little do I 


: think of his Honour 4 and his Perfections, 


when I come to pray, that his Name may be 
hallowed | how great 1s his Name; and how 
great Things are = fignified thereby ! his Name 


ſurely ſignifies to us his Greatneſs and Maje- 


ſty, his Attributes and Glories ! but how lit- 
= have 1; been concerned for the Name of 


God, or for any Thing whereby he makes 


himſelf known! how little have I'cared whe- 
ther his Name be known on Earth or no! or 


Whether his Excellencies be made known to 


Man or no! or whether his Goſpel be ſpread 


pocritical- 


ly have I prayed, that his Name ſhould be 
hallowed and ſanctified, when I have fo lit- 
tle cared for his Name, and Honour, and 
Glory ! Is it my Heart's Deſire 1 | 
RO 


that we are 


ly Habitaion, 


0 39 T” 
mould flouriſh, that Men ſhould ſanctify God 
in their Hearts, and make him their Fear and 
their Dread? how elſe can I pretend to pray, 
Hallowed be thy Name ? How little has my 
Heart accompanied this Petition 

2. Thy Kingdom come, Do I love God's 
Kingdom ? and would I have i it to come into 
the World? ſurely where God reigns, God- 
lineſs muſt reign : And would I have Godli- 
neſs to reign? Then how holy muſt our 
Towns and Countries be! Then we muſt have 
more Reading and Preaching, than we have 
now; more and better Praying and Singi Eng 

a 


of Plalms, than we have now: And ſh 


like that? Am I not ready to think we have 
too much of that already? Have I not been 
ready to think, we have too many Sabbaths, 

and Faſt Days, and Thankſgiving Days al. 
ready? and what ſnould we have if God's 
Kingdom ſhould come? Surely this Petition 
is little conſider' d. Can I negle& Godlinefs 
myſelf, and deſpiſe it in others, and yet pre- 
tend to pray, 7% Kingdom come Am 1 _ 
to wonder, what makes People be fo ſtri 

and make ſo much ado about Religion, 

and yet do I pray Thy' Kingdom come? How 
holy muſt God's Kingdom be! How holy 
muſt Men be, when they are hearty Subjects 
to God! How: holy will the Kingdoms of this 
World be, when they are become the King- 

doms of God and of his Chriſt! How holy 
wil Princes, and Magiſtrates, and Miniſters, 
_ C 4 and 
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thro' this Prayer with a deal of Devotion! 


(4) I 
and Maſters of Families then be? The Kings || the 
dom of God is Religion and Righteouſneſs, ¶ the 
Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; Rom. xiv. N rea 
17. and have I deſired — T hings ! Lord det 
forgive me, that I have ſo often 1gnorantly IW 
and hypocritically mentioned this Petition, lov 
and that my Heart has given my Mouth I not 
the Lye,. when I hare ſaid, 7. by Kingdom 7 
e : 

T Will ba, ans, on Earth as it is in ſha 
Heaven, Alas I if I love not Godlineſs and N viſ 
the Kingdom of God, how can I pray, that lex 
God's Will may be done on Earth, as. it is Pa 
done in — 2 7 God's Willis juſt, and holy du 
and pure: God's Will is, that we put away 
all Sins, and Luſts, and Corruptions: God's 
Will is, that we ſhould deny all Ungodlineſs 
and Worldly Luſts, and, live ſoberly, righte- EI 
ouſly and godly in this preſent World. 77. ii. Pa 
12. —_ have I deſired: 15 this? O how much Nur 
the contrary] How have I ſerved the Will of Ida 
the Fleſh, and the Will and Humour of a ſin- lis 
ful World! How have I ſerved the Will of 
the Devil and of his Company ! and how many”: 
more do I ſee do ſo too, that ſeem to run 


O the Deceit and Guile that lies in our 
Hearts! How is the Will of God done in 
Heaven? It is done perfectly, Jopully, oops 

ſtantly there, but how ready have I been to 
reſiſt and contradict his Will? to reſiſt and re- 
fuſe the Love and Graciouſneſs of his wide 
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0 * Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of 15 Will? 
„I the Authority and Juſtice of his Will! HO) 
7. ready to repine and murmur at his Provi- 
d dence ? to rebel againſt all Diſcoveries of his 
y Win? Lord, Pardon, that I have no more 
loved and liked thy Will! and that I have 
h not more ſincerely and uprightly prayed, 7 by 
Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven. 
4. Give us this Day our daily Bread, And 
have I fought and looked for Food and Pro- 
d viſions at God's Hand? Have I not rather 
t expected them from my Money, from my 
s Parts and Skill, and from my Labour and In- 
y Iduſtry in the World ? But how little have 1 
y conſidered that my Eſtate and Money, my 
s Parts and Skill, my Health for Labour +3. 
$ Induſtry are all from God! He can curſe my - 
Eſtate and Subſtance ; he can ſoon blaſt my 
. Parts, and Health, and Buſineſs, and foon © 
kh urn me out of all, and deprive me of my 
f daily Bread. All Things depend on him and 
his Pleaſure. The Rich and the Poor meet 
ogether in the World, and he his Maker of 
hem both. If I have my daily Bread, God 
an take away its nouriſhing Virtue; can take 
ray my Stomach, my Taſte, my Appetite and 
Digeſtion, ſo that neither Food nor io 
all do me any good; ſo that all my Depen- 
lance muſt be on God, every Bleſſing myſt 
ome from him, and muſt be ſought and 
raved from him. What need have I then 
0 go to him every Day, and beg the * 
an 


6 
and the Bread of every Day, and thereby own 
my daily Neceſſities, and my daily Depen- 
dance and Reliance on the God of my Life; 
as well for Bread to nouriſh my Body, as for 
the Bread of Life to be my ſpiritual Food, 
and nouriſh my Soul! 
5. And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt us. Sin has made me 
indebted'to God, indebted to his Holineſs, and 
Juſtice, and Righteous Law; a Debt I can ne- 
ver pay with Safety and Salvation; the Wages « 
of my Sin is Death; Rom. vi, 23. everlaſtingſſ-*7 
Death, under the Wrath and Curſe of God. e 
Woe to me for ever, if that Debt ſhould bene 
demanded of me, where ſhall I then be! I muſt 
be caft into Priſon and Judgment, into the 
Priſon of Hell. I muſt ſeek and get a Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs, or elſe I am undone, for there 
is no contending with God, no juſtifying o 
myſelf before him; I muſt confeſs and be- 
wail, and beg his Pardon; and there are 
Hopes of Pardon, and room for the Praye 
of Faith, fince there is a Mediator and Peace 
Maker with him, a great and worthy Advo 
1 cate, even Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, who tis 6 
5 Propitiation for our Sins. 1 John ii. 1, 2. 
| Through him I go to God, and beg, that 
for his Sake he will blot out all my Iniquities: 
And that I may be made meet to be pardonec 
by him, I muſt put on a forgiving Spirit tc 
wards others. And yet how little have J con 
fidered that, in the putting up this "__ * 
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n How oft have I come before God with an 


n. Juncharitable, malicious Heart, with envious 


d, (Debtors : or, As we forgive thoſe that treſpaſs 
gainſt us. O the Guilt and Deceitfulneſs of 
ve the Heart.---The many hypocritical, lyin 
ne Prayers that are put up to God! Lord, tea 
name to take Hees to my Pint and pray 
better? 
6. And lead 1 us not into 7. emptation, but deli- 
er us from Evil; for thine is the Kingdom, and 
he Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. A- 


emptations of the World, in which I ve? 

have been ready to think it a good pleaſant 
Norld, rather than an enſnaring tempting 
ne. Little have I conſider'd. the Tempta- 


Buſineſs, of every Relation and Condition. of 
Life: Yet how ſoon and how eaſily does every 
hing draw me from God, and my Duty ta 
im! Little have I thought of the tempting 
Devil, that is continually going about to en- 
Inare, and deceive, and devour. 1 Pet v. 8. 


f Sin, and that provokes God; Evil of Sor- 
ow and Puniſhment, that God inflicts for Sin. 
How much is there in mine Heart, which God 


umble, ſenſible Heart then ſnould I come, 
o and pray to God, not to lead me, or deliver 


> ſand revengeful Deſigns! and yet had the Im- 
orffpudence to pray, Forgive us, as we forgive our 


en. O how little have I thought of the 


tions of Riches, or Poverty, of Trade and 


O how much Evil is there in the World ! Evil 


ight deliver me up unto: With what an 
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( 
me into Temptation! (for my evil Heart is 
ready to betray me into Temptation :) And s FE 
that he would ſave me from my Sins, and 
from deſerved Judgment; and that he would 
pleaſe to lead me to his heavenly Kingdom. 
And as I ſhould pray, ſo ſnhould I praiſe 
God: I ſhould admire his greatneſs and good- 
neſs, . ſhould bleſs his holy Name for ever and 
ever, But how little has this been the Tem- ers 
per of my Heart, the Deſign of my Mind, [Ha 
the Buſineſs of my Life ! how much have i 
received from God! ! how little have I return- Nyor 
ed to him! how little loy'd him or thank'd Ineſ 
him for what he has done for my Soul, or for 
my Body! how ready ſhould I be to aſcribe 
to him the Kingdom, who is Lord of all; 
and the Power, who orders, and manages, 
and diſpoſes all; and the Glory, for whoſe 
ſake and pleaſure all things are, and were 
created and ordained? Amen. 

Thus conſider what you have prayed, and obe 
how you have prayed; and how little you rh: 
have prayed with the Heart, and Spirit, and not 
Underſtanding. And is this the praying pin 
that will pleaſe God, or will obtain any Bleſ- His 
ſing from him, or do you any good? 0 the and 
vain, looſe, cuſtomary, heartled Prayers, that Hou 
are uſed, before the Holy God, and that in ec 
Chriſtian Countries, by profeſſed Chriſtians, End 
and under the Words * * Lord W or 
himſelf has i het 


SECT, 


-W 


(4). 


SE C T: I. Saf ee „ tet e. 
8281 the Tzu COMMANDMENTS. N 


ND kin you ved the Will of God 
any better than you have pray'd to 


him? If Prayers ſhould be lived over, how 


little have you lived according to your Pray. 


ers! What obedience has God had from you? 
Have ye thought on his Cormithalidnkh? 
Have ye thought on your Ways, and turned 
your Feet to his Teſtimonies? Othe"Sinful- 
neſs and Rebellion of Mankind! That Man; 


who was made in the Image of God, "ſhould 


de now unreconciled to God, and to the Law 


f God, and to that fanQtified Obedience that | 


is due to God. 

Come then, Chriſtiahs, call youre 4 
an Account; conſider how you have minded 
he Will and Law of God! Will you not 
bey him that made you? him that knows 


vhat is for your good, and commands you 
othing but what is for your Peace and Hap- 
dineſs? Is God fo good, and will not you love 


is Law! will you not 1 the Way of 'Life 
ind Joy! How good is not to leave 
jou in the Dark concerning! tis Will, but to 


declare it fo freely and plainly in the Bible, 
ind to comprehend it briefly in ten ſhort 
ommandments, that he that runs may read 
hem, and he that has a weak Head may re- 
nember them! They were of old given to. 
be 
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Moſes by God, and by Moſes to the Church 
of the Jew 63 and afterwards expounded and 
EVE, y Jeſus Chriſt to his Holy Catholic 

Church: Now try yourſelves, your Hearts 
and Ways, according to theſe Command: 
ments, 

God ſpeaks them, for he is the = | 
and he enforces - them by ſuch a Preface a 
this, 1 am the Lord God, that brought thee out 
ok the Land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bond | 
So he brought up his ancient People theſſ 
| Paws or Hfraelities: Egypt was a Houſe of Bond | 
age to them: There they were held in crue 
Slavery and Miſery : So the World is the 
Devil's Captive; We are by Nature Heirs ol 
Wrath, and Hell, and Deſtrudtion. Eph. ii. 3& 
The Devil is ready to tyrannize over us. Si 
makes us its Slaves; and when it has done, pay: 
us our Wages in Death and Hell: But G0. 
has viſited us in Mercy, has ſent his Son tl 
redeem us from the Houſe of Bondage, anc 
to recover us to Heaven and heavenly Reſt 
How worthy is the Lord, this Jabovab to bl 
my God | how juſt it is, I ſhould chuſe hi 
for my F . my Lord, and Law-giver 
my eternal Happineſs! how am I bound tc 
love him, to ſerve him, and keep his Com 
mandments. 
I. Thou ſhall have no other Geds before 2 
There can be but one God, and he is Ally 
* none One 7 able to make mi 
- eternal! 


ter 


nd 


* 


ternally happy. Whom then ſhould I 1 
nd ſerve, but him; to whom ſhould I pay 
omage, Adoration, Worſhip, Prayers, and 
raiſes, but to him? to whom ſhould I Re- 
on and Devote, and Dedicate myſelf, but to 
pug But O the Atheiſm of my Heart! How 
ang have I bid the Almighty dEpart from 
je! how long have I refuſed the Knowledge 
f him and his Ways | how unwilling have I 
deen to take him for my God, to 15 ve and 
Þonour him as my God, 4 ſerve and glorify 
um as my God! O the Idolatry of my Heart! 
ow many Idols have I ſet up there, in the 
Foom of my God! The World has been an 
Idol, and has reigned there: My Earthlineſs, 
$ny Worldlineſs, and Covetouſneſs is Idolatry : 
cl. iii. 5. The Fleſh has reigned there: the 
uſts of 10 2 Fleſh have been my Idols: They 
ave been ſerved and pleaſed, while my God has 
een diſſerved, and diſpleaſed, and diſregard- 
d, Sin has reign'd over this Soul ka this 
Body, which ſhould have been preſented as 
| living Sacrifice to the living God. How 
uch Idolatry have I committed, even before 
od's Face! he has ſtood by, and look'd on, 
vhile 1 forſook him, and laid out my Love, 
ind Affections, and Deſires, upon things dif- 
Pleaſing, and contrary to him, How guilty 
im I of breaking this Command, and una» 
dle to ſtand before him upon that Account. 
m. 2+ Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf any graven 
nal Mage, or the Likeneſs of any Thing 1 that is it 
PEN Heaven 
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W 
Heaven above, or that is in the Earth beneath © 
er in the Water under the Earth. Thou ſpolt nat ©; 
bow thyſelf down 1 them, nor ſerve them ; f. 
T the Lord thy God am a jealous God, wihting ® 
the Iniquity of the. Fathers upon the Children unt! 
the. third and fourth Generation of them that 
Hate me, and fhewing Mercy unto thouſands 0 
tem that love me, and keep my Comanaments, 
Does God declare himſelf jealous in this 
Commandment ? What regard ought I told 
have. thereunto.! Shall I dare to provoke the ho 
| Lord to Jealouſy ? am I ſtronger than he dr. 

What care then ſhould I have of the Worſhip 
Ipreſent to him Alas ! why ſhould 1 pre ha 
ſume to worſhip God according to my Fancy 
and Imagination? I am not ſo well acquain- 
ac wich his Nature and his Perfection, as t 
be fit to appoint, a Worſhip for him, He 
is a Spirit and a God of Light and Holineſs. Va 
and ſo muſt be worſhip'd in Spirit andſ}'2.] 
Truth, and with a holy Heart. But what: 
| Ordinances of Worſhip will pleaſe him, hef bis 
muſt. determine. He is a glorious, bound Na 
leſs Spirit, of whom no Image, no Pic tur, 
can be made. How vain and heinous then 
is the Preſumption of thoſe that pretend ta e 
worſhip him by Images, Pictures, Statlſes Nar 
and ſuch Devices of their own ! That I ma 
beware of their Corruptions, how ready muſtÞ*® 1 
I be to conſult the declared Will of God 8 
to conſult the Practice of our Lord Jeſus,” 
and his Apoſtles, left I ſhould bring Iniqui- Par 


, 8 6.2 
* : 


. 
forteit that Mercy, that God keeps for the 
thouſands that love him, and obey his Com- 
ee e e en 


thy God in vain; for the Lord will not bold 
bim guiltleſs, that taketh his Name in vain. 
And. how miſerable. are they, whom God 
will not hold guiltlefs! whom he will con- 
demn as guilty at his, e And yet 
def how little has this over-aw'd' my Heart, and 
drawn me to fear the great and dreadful 
ip Name of the Lord my God! 0 how apt 
have I been to play and ſport with his Name ! 
how apt to cry out in the Uſe of his Name, 


%%/ͤͤ Tara Jove me! 
Lord bleſs me! without thinking on him, whoſe 
Name I then uſed ! and without pretending 
to pray. ſeriouſly to. him at "that time? how 
inconſiderately and irreverently do I mention 


Jy do, I uſe his Name, eren hen I profeſs 
to pray, and cry, Our Father, which art in 
Heaven] how profanely have I ſwore by his 
Name? How little have Iremember'dthe great- 
uno whom I then appealed ?” O how much Sin 


vs lh. and profancly, do Men fear!“ Lord, 
ui Pardon all this Guilt, teach Men 2 OY 


„I vpon my Houſe and Family, and ſhould 


"> 2. Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord 
3.5 | 


to make certain Appeals to him,” in ſaying, 


Ihis Titles, his Attributes, his Words and the 
Names that Hignify his Perfections! how vain- 


neſs. and holineſs of that ſeatcher of Hearts, 


dies upon us! How ignorantly, raſhly, falſe. 


” 
— 2 

— — - Dp = V.-— 8 29 

———— — —— —4 es — — — _ — — — — — — — == G 
— _ = 2 —_— Tony = < 2 — — == 

— — — = — 5 

_ — 

— « — 35 * - 
= — 2 . þ . 2 % * — e = 
— — * — « - 


\ 
| * 
HAT" 
. | 
x A . 
i N 
10 ; 
FI. it 
* | 1 1 
I! { 1 
1 1&9) 
"08 
Wh ff 
4 ' 1 
9 d 
15 \ 
0 il * 


— k . went ALS — De 
— —— —·gaba — — — 
— 8— 


— — — 


——_ — V— 
— 


— — — — — ——ñ —ͤ—ę—Bñ — — — <<, 
— — —— — — op — 7 — 


— 2 — 7 ag 2 * * a —— - — : 
= — : 7 5 1 2 — . Se = n =O ff * —— - n - — : = - 
- DT — — : ef um 
* — — * 2 * 4 
o * 
Fy — 1 


Six Days ſhalt thou Labour, and do all thy Work 
| but the ſeventh Day is the Sabbath of 15 Lord nil 


Days for my worldly Buſineſs! and to take 
be to God, and gladly allow him his own 


9 
of it! and teach me to honour and fear. and T4 


| love thy Name. fol 


4. Remember the Sabbath-Day to keep it bob mi 


thy God; in it thou ſhall not do any Work, thou, ca; 


nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, thy Man-ſer-fn; 
vant, nor thy Maid-ſervant, nor thy Cattle, nor IH. 
the Stranger that is within thy Gate: For in Six N ha 


Days the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, flcy 


and all that in them is, and reſted the Seventh: eſp 


Day : Wherefore the Lord bleſſed the Sabbalb. Ida 
Day, and hallowed it. How holy ſhould allff . 
my time be! it is given by God, and given] far 
for great and good Works. How wiſely and ne. 


graciouſſy has God divided my time! ſome isl M 
more immediate for him and for my Soul ; ſer 


ſome for my Body and the Affairs of this it ! 
World: How liberal is God to allow me fix 


one in ſeven to himſelf ! how juſt ſhould 


Day! and juſt and wiſe: for myſelf, in well 
ſpending the Time that God hath given me 
But, alas! Lord, how can I look back up. 
on my. paſt Time and Days, without Grief 
and Repentance ! how much dear and "oh 
cious Time have I loſt : how much has 

ſpent in the Ignorance and F olly of Child 


hood! how much has been loft in Idleneſs , 
and Games, and Company keeping! how wilg by 
and good is ke Command, that ſix Dayſ hy 


d 


5 


i % Days may 
* Gad nh _ And is not Life deſira. 


N 

1 ſhould honeſtly work and labour! Had 1 
followed this Commandment and Counſel, how. 
much better had it been for me! Will God for- 
give all the Lazineſs, and Negligence, and Va- 
nity of my Life? O my ill- ſpent- Time, that 
can never be recover'd! O the happy, pleaſant 
Days that I have loſt, and can never regain] 
How ſwift is Time, and how much Work 
have I for it all! how ſhall I want it, when I 
come to Die ! May I learn to value it more, 
eſpecially the Day and Time that God has or- 
dain'd for himſelf, and for the good of Souls. 

Burt, alas, how ready have I been to pro- 
fane the Lords day, and to ſpend it in Idle- 
neſs, or worldly Buſineſs, or vain Viſits, and 
Mirth, and Chat ! How little hath God been 


I ſerv'd on that Day, or my Soul benefited by 


it! How many Sabbaths have I loſt, which 
will be put down to my Account! how little 
good have I gain'd by them all ! how little do 
hes God, and how little thank him and 
praiſe him for Creation and Redemption, ſince 
I am ſo ſoon weary of that Day, that is to re- 
member both! may I more thankfully remem- 
ber the Lord Jeſus, and his Reluerection, and 
ſo more gladly and holily obſerve the Lord's- 
Day, and take care — all my Family, and 
all within my Power ſhould ſer ton Dey apart 
for the Lord. 
5. Honour thy Father and * Mother, that 
be long in the Land which the Lord 


ble "A 


+ © Aa_ 

ble ? how good is God to add Promiſes to lit 
our Duty, and to add the Promiſes of theſ Sa 
Life that now is, as well as that which is] gu 
to come ? But little has this Promiſe pre- to 
vaiFd with me to keep this Commandment I re 
Undutifulneſs is natural to me: this Pridq in 
of my Heart makes me deſpiſe my Superi- m 
ours, O the Power of Sin, that makes us T 
ſtubborn and ungrateful, even to natural Pa 
rents, to Father and Mother! No wonde 
then, we are contemptuous and diſreſpectfu 
to other Superiours and Governours eithe 
in Church or State. How excellent is re 
lative Duty to | thoſe we ſtand related to 
Whether Superiours, Inferiours, or Equals IF. 
may 1 learn it better, and bring my Heart 
to the Obſerxance of ons” neceſſary Com 
mand. 
6. bon bal lar l One would think 
; this were an eaſy Commandment. Who ca 
think of murdering a Man? But whether 
 wodld the Naughtineſs of my Heart Car 

me! what's the meaning of thoſe Paſſion: 
that are ſo apt to ariſe How? what woulc 
de the Iſſue of Anger, and Malice, and En 

>< and Hatred, if they were not ſeaſona 
bly ſtopt? how many Murders are com 
mitted throꝰ ſuch Paſſions as theſe l may 
look after my own Heart, and mortify a 
ſuch Corruptions but have I not wounded 
murdered my on Soul! how oft do I ru 
into Sin, and ſo into "WE „ 
ittle 
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to little 1 cared for the Life, and Peace, and 
Fry Salvation of my Soul! have I not alſo been 
is] guilty of murdering other Men's Souls ? ready 
ore. to draw them to the ſame Sin and Deſtruction? 
nt ready to hinder them from repenting and turn- 
ride ing unto God? Nay more, have not my Sins 
eri. murder'd Chriſt, and even crucified him afreſh? 
us] The Lord fave me from the Guilt of Self. mur- 
Pa Ne and of Soul- murde.. 

de . Thou ſhalt not commit Aduliay. But, alas, 
tfu — unclean is the Heart! and our Lord ſays, 
then Adultery may be committed there. Unclean 
re- Thoughts, and Wiſhes, and Deſires, are Adul- 
to tery before God. Mat. v. 27, 28. How much 
ils Foöornication and Adultery en is committed, 
earl that the World does not know of! Ho. ad- 
dicted is Youth, eſpecially, to unclean, un- 
chaſte Thoughts, Words, Geſtures, Actions, 
Songs, and Signs of Luſt! How much Ini- 
quity lies upon us, through the Breach of this 
Commandment ! how many are the Luſts and 
vile Affections of the Soul! And who then 
can ſtand before the hear-ſearching God. 

8. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. Neither from God 
nor from Man. But how hard is it to be 
willing to give all their Dues, ] We are ready 

to rob God of his Honour and Time, and 
what he juſtly. expects and demands, from 
us. And how many Temptations; entice us 
to ſecret Frauds, and Theft, and ozenage ! 
How many Deceits are uſed in Trade] falſe 
Wares and Goods are put off inſtead of 
D 3 8 -right 


n | 

tight and true! How much Guilt is there in 
Weights, Meaſures, Balances, and Modes of 
Trade! how much engroſſingof Commodities, 
to impoſe upon the Public! how much ſcrew- 
ing and pinching poor Men in their Wages and 
Hire, in order to get their Labour and Work 
for little or nothing! how many ways are there 
in breaking this Commandment! I may not 
forget the Apoſtle's Admonition, who ſays, 
That no Man go beyond [or over-reach] or de- 
fraud his Brother in any Matter, becauſe the Lord 
is the Avenger of all ſuch, as we have forewarn'd 

you and teſtified; 1 Theſſ. iv. 6. 


* 9. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy 
Neighbour. How juſt a Law is this? How 
unjuſt is it for me to take away another's 
good Name ? his Intereſt, his Uſefulneſs, his 
Trade and Livelihood may depend upon 
his good Name: I muſt therefore beware, 
that by whiſpering, backbiting, or open Re- 
proaches and Railing, I do not ſpoil my 
Neighbour's Reputation and Fame; eſpeci- 
ally if T am call'd before the Magiſtrate to 
bear Witneſs, I muſt be very cautious, as 
I muſt confeſs the Crimes that I have ſeen 
committed, becauſe the publick good requi- 
res it, ſo I muſt dread to ſay any thing 
falſe againſt my Neighbour then, for then 
J may bring his Eſtate, his Family, his Life 
into danger, and commit many Sins in one. 
10. Thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour*s Houſe, 
#hou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour's Wife, = 
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his Man-ſervant, nor bis Maid-ſervant, nor his 
Ox, nor his Aſs, nor any thing that is thy Neighs 
Baur 3. O if I could keep this Commandment, 

how eaſily would all the reſt be kept! If 
the deſires of my Heart were all 3 

and juſt, and good, how ready ſhould I be 
for all Obedience] But unruly Luſts and Af. 
fections poſſeſs my Soul, the conſtant effects 
and Fruits of original Corruption and In- 
dwelling Sin! This makes me repine at the 
Providence and Diſpoſals of God; makes me 
me diſquieted and diſcontented with the Lot 
and Condition that God aſſigns me; makes me 
imagine that other Folks State and Condition 
is better than mine; and then I am prompt- 
ed to covet their Houſe or their Lands, their 
Wealth, and Cattle, and Goods; and this 
is an Inlet to abundance of other Sins. May 
I ſee the Corruption of my Nature, and la- 
ment it before God! what need is there of 
the conſtant Practice of Self-denial and Sub- 
miſſion to the juſt Will of God! How 


ſhould I ftudy Contentment with my own 


Portion and Lot in the World; and not Con- 
tentment only, but Thankfulneſs too! How 
much have I more than others! and how 
good has God been to me all my Days! how 
many Snares and Temptations have I been 
deliver'd from, and how many may I be de- 
liver'd from, if I could but be content, and 
ſee the goodneſs of God ! ꝛ0bile they that covet 
to * rich, fall into divers Snares and Miſchiefs, 

D 4 and 
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| and pierce themſz hues s thre "with many Sorrows ? 
1 Tim. vi. or 10. AP incline my Heart to 
thy Teftimonies, and not 1 Covetonſneſs Pſalm, 
Exix. 36. and having food and Raiment let me 
Earn therewith to be content, for Godlineſs with 
Contentment i is great gain! 1 Tim. vi. 6, 8. 
Thus examine thine Heart and Ways by 
God's Precepts. Poor Sinners, compare 
yourſelves, your Conſciences and Practices 
with the Law of God! and then you will 
Tee that God is holy, and his Law is holy, 
reaſonable,” and good, but you are ready 70 
drink in Iniquity like Water: You will ſee how 
unable you are to keep this good and per- 
fect Law, how inclin'd and prone you ate to 
break it in Thought, Word, and Deed: You 
will then ſee, how unable you are to ſtand 
before God, upon the Account of Sin and 
Rebellion againſt him: You will ſee, that 
there is no Room to expect or hope to be 
juſtify'd by the Law; there can be no Ap- 
peal to that, for Trial of your Innocence, 
Obedience, and Righteouſneſs before God: 
If God ſhould try you for Life by the Rule 
of this Law, you are loſt for ever; the Law 
will condemn you; every Commandment will 
pronounce you guilty: The Threatning curies 
vou; for curſed is every one that continues not 
in all things that are written in the Book of this 
Law to do them. Gal. iii. 10. 
You will then ſee the Need and Uſe of 
che Goſpel, which is to bring in another 
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Jof Juſtification and Life: You will ſee the 
t | Need and the Uſe that there is of the Lord 
n, | Jeſus, who is the End of tbe Law, for Life and 
ne Kigbtecuſneſs, to them. that believe : Rom x. 4. 
65 | You will ſee the Reaſon and Uſe of Faith in 
I Chriſt, whereby youare to receive, and embrace, 
by | and accept the Lord Jeſus for your Redeemer 
re | and Saviour, for the Lord your Righteouſneſs, 
es | to. free you from the Curſe and Condemna- 
ill | tion of the Law, and to, be the Ground of 
y, | your Reconciliation,, Acceptance, Peace and 
to | Life with God. If out of a pure and peni- 
w || tent Heart, you have Faith in him, and an 
r. | unfeigned liking of him, and conſent that 
to | he ſhould be yours, and you his, his Blood 
zu | will cleanſe you from all Sin, and give you 
ad | Favour and Friendſhip, and Joy with God. 
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be S E C T. V. Enquiries relating to: the 
+ GospzL of CHRIST. 
©, . „n 
'H HY then will you not come to the 
le /'Y Lord Jeſus, that you may have Life 


in him, and by him? The eternal God has 
dl committed the ' Diſtribution and Beſtowance 
es of eternal Life to him, and nath borne this 
wt | Record, That whoſoever hath the Son, (the 
bis | Lord Chriſt, the Son of God) hath, and ſhall 
I haue everlaſting Life: Why is he ſo deſpiſed 
of | and diſregarded in the World? He came from 
ay | Heaven to teach us the Way Wnt 
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that eternal Life: He was ſacrificed and lain, I fh 
to ſave us from Sin and Death, and procuref te 
for us eternal Life: He roſe again from the I h: 
Dead, to ſhew us that there ſhall be a Re- 
ſurrection, and an Entrance into eternal Life: 
He is aſcended and gone into Heaven, to tell I th 
us where eternal Life is, and to aſſure us, I. 
that in following him, we ſhall alſo aſcend] 
into eternal Life: He ſent down his Spirit to w 
enable his Apoſtles and Miniſters to preach || {+ 
about the World eternal Life: He has brought] B 
Life and Immortality (eternal Life to light] E 


and view) by his heavenly Goſpel: He con- 2 


l: 


Heaven and eternal Life. 


what ſhall we ay to thele Things? What 


tinually gives his Spirit to ſanctify and pre- S 
pare Souls for eternal Life: He means to 7 
come again from Heaven, to beſtow upon 
his few faithful Servants eternal Life: He 
has prov'd to the World, that God has ſo 
lo- d us, that he has given us his only-begotten 
Sen, that whoſaever believes on him ſhould nat periſb, 
but have everlajiing Liſe: John iii. 16. And, 
yet poor ſin ing, periſhing Mortals will not 
come to him for Life; will not admire, and 
value, and ſeek eternal Life; will not take 
Means and Methods that lead to eternal Life; 
will not walk in that appointed, holy Way, 
that will bring them to eternal Life; will re- 
ſolvedly prefer the vain Things of this World, 
and the Pleaſures of Sin, before the Joys of 


And now, Men and Beething* and Fathers, 


„ A. Ad 0 kh ee 


ſhal 
Aw 


% 
ſhall we ſay to you, that are fo loth to en- 
ter into Life? Pray conſider, what would you 
have God do, or the Lord Jeſus do, or the 
Holy Ghoſt do, or Miniſters do for you? 

1. What would you have God do, more 
than he has done? He has brought eternal 
Life down to your Doors; offers it to your 
Minds and Hearts, and Acceptance, but you 
will have none of him, and none of it. What 
ſhall he do now ? Shall he take away your 
Bibles, your Miniſters, your Light, your 
Helps towards Heaven ? Shall he leave you 
as much without Bibles, and Sabbaths, and 
Sermons, as the Turks and Heathens, and wild 
Indians? what will you do then? If few are 
are ſaved now, certainly fewer will be ſaved 
then; or if God leaves you the Bible and his 
Ordinances, may he not juſtly ſay, you ſhall 
have Eyes, and not ſee; Ears, and not hear; 
Hearts, but not underſtand and confider ? 
May he not now ſay, You ſhall not be con- 
verted, nor healed, nor pardoned, but marked 
out for eternal Deſtruction and Damnation? 
Alas, my Brethren, will you provoke God 
again to repent that he made Men on the 
Earth ? and will you grieve him at the Heart? 
Shall he repent that he has made you, and 
form'd and faſhion'd you with ſo curious a 
Body, and ſo noble a Soul, which you uſe 
only to ſin againſt him, and provoke him to 


the Face! Would you have God repent that he 
ſent his Son to ſave you, and ſhew you the 


Way 
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| Way to eternal Life? O how dreadful will be 
the Ifſue of your continually offending him, 
and deſpiſing his Goodneſs, and Mercy and 
Love. 

N 2. What would you have the Lord 10105 
do, more than he has done already ? would 
ov have him bleed and die again? would 
you have him wounded and bruiſed for you 
again? If he ſhould be ſerv'd fo again, it 


will do you no more good than his laſt 


Sorrows and Sufferings have done; you 
would continue the ſame unkind, untoward, 
unthankful Souls, as you are now. And 
do think all your Folly, and Luſts, and 
Sin is not dif] lealing and grievous to him ? 
Do you ho is not well acquainted 
with all your Unkadack and Undutifulneſs, 
with all your Contradiction to him, and to 
his Love and Blood? No thanks to you, 
if he is not wounded with Grief, and bro- 
ken in Heart, Do you think if he was. on 
Earth, in the Condition that once he was, 
that he would not mourn and weep, over 
you, as once he did over hard-hearted Fe- 
ruſalem, when he cried out, O that thou hadi 
But known, in this thy Day, the things that le- 
long to thy Peace! Rut now they are bid from 
thine Eyes? Luke xix. 41, 42. Will you 
do nothing but grieve and offend the good 
and gracious Saviour! what will he do for 
you when he comes again ? will he not 
laugh at. your Calamity, and mock when fo 

| ear 
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be | Fear cometh? Prov. i. 26. will he not cer- 
m, tainly execute the terrible Judgments upon 
nd | you that you are wilfully derſerving at his 
I | Hand? | SH 
ſus | 3. What would you have the holy Ghoſt 
d do? How long ſhall he be grieved and 
1d | vexed by your Unbelief and Hardneſs off 
ou | Heart? would you have him turn to be 
it | your Enemy? would you have him leave 
aſt you, and deliver you up to your own Hearts 
ou | Lufts ? Alas, what will become of you then? 
rd, | You will ſoon run into all Ungodling till 
nd | you have ſinned yourſelves into Hei Ho 
nd eaſily can he open your Conſcience d {et 
n ? | your Sins in all their heinous Colours before 
x your Faces, till you have no Reſt, Night 
1s, | nor Day! till you chuſe Strangling and Death, 
to rather than Life! and till you taſte that 
u, | Confufion and Deſpair, that is the Begin- 
o- ning of eternal Torments. e 
on 4. What would you have poor Miniſters 
as, do? would you have them go on in their 
ver | Work, or leave it off? If you would have 
7e- | them leave it off, how can they for Pity ? 
Even for Pity to your poor periſhing Souls? 
- Twas Pity and Compaſſion that made many 
am of them undertake the Work : It pitied 
ou them, to ſee ſuch Numbers about them lie 
od | dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin: It pitied them il 
for | to ſee ſo many ignorant. fooliſh, "careleſs | 
not | Souls, neglecting God and their great Sal- 
aur vation: Such Pity as this brought them in- 
kh to 
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to the Service, and made them willing to try || th 
by all Means to fave ſome: And now muſt I th 
they all leave off the Work that they have | fic 
begun? Shall there be none to ſpeak for Iro. 
God, and for Chriſt, and for Heaven, and be 
Holineſs? Muſt Miniſters believe and yet Ino 
not ſpeak ? Muſt they believe the Word of 
God; Believe there is a Heaven and Hell, IH 
and eternal Judgment, and yet have never A. 
a Word to ſay to poor Sinners, to warn them, or 
or counſel or perſuade them to lay hold on JF it, 
eternal Life? 1 7 
Or would you have them go on? But how | W 
8 ſhall they be able, when they ſee no good done I ful 
, | by their Work? Your Unbelief and Unpro- Ina 
= fitableneſs ſpoils all. And will you break I ſh: 
their Hearts? What wrong have they done fl yo 
you, that you make them look ſad and me- be 
lancholy, and drooping from Day to Day? if 
Alas, little do you know the Grief that you to 
cauſe to good Miniſters! You make them we 
ready to throw away their Work, ready to] he 
accuſe themſelves for venturing upon it, I do 
and ready ſometimes to accuſe the Provi- ff he 
dence of God, for laying it upon them: I an 
And yet would you have them go on? OI m. 
cruel Friends]! how can we go on with af 
fad Spirit, and a pained Heart, from Week th 
to Week? O cruel Brethren ! that will not go 
be converted by us! that will not be perſwad - be 
ed by us to turn, and live and ſerve they ſp. 
living God! Time was — - 
. | JET: | + wh 
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7 {their Joy and Pleaſure in the Sueceſs of 
+ || their Labours, in the converſion and Edi- 
> I fication of Souls: But now we muſt ſit ſor- 
r Nrowful and diſcontented; ae! will not 
be gathered the Sinners of Mankind will 
t not return and be ſaved. 

f Ah! dear Souls! how ſhall 1 beſpeak ye 
|, How ſhall I make any Impreſſion on you? 
r Are you reſolved you will not read this Book; 
1, Yor if you do, that you will not think on 
n it, or regard it? No wonder ye will not, 
| Efince you will not mind nor regard the 
Word of God: How ſhall Man, a little ſin- 
e ful Duſt, expect to be heard, when the eter- 
2- nal God may not be heard ? But how then 
k © ſhall T mourn over you? Will weeping for 
ae you do you any good? I hope I ſhould then 
e- be willing to weep Tears of Blood for you, 
if they would but help you to Heaven and 
du to eternal Life. But alas! the Saviour has 
mi wept over and over, and ye will not hear: 
to he has ſweat Drops of Blood trickling 
it, | down to the Ground, and ye will not hear: 
7i- he has poured out his Soul unto Death, 
n: and yet ye will not ſo hear and lee, that ye 
O] may live. | 

al Now, dear Souls, what do you think of 
ek] theſe things? Will ye not ariſe now, and 


bethink yourſelves of living better, and 
ſpending your Time better for the future? 
This Book can do but little nn 
: ut 


go to your heavenly Father! Will ye not 
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but Books enough there are in the World, 1 
that might be Bleſſings to your Souls: Hap- | | 
y is our land in ſtore of good and pious } ( 

Books How diligent and laborious have I 
Abundance of God's Saints and Servants I fl 
been, in meditating and writing Books for Im 
us, and for the Good of our Souls! What A 
Nation under Heaven can compare with us Iv 
for Multitude and Variety of ſound, ſweet, Þ ar 
heavenly, practical Diſcourſes ? And is it not A 
ſad that they ſhould not be made uſe of ? I an 
As many as they are, do you not want wi 
one more to invite and perſuade ye to pe- IH 
ruſe thoſe that are already written? Take up ci 
and read, ſaid the Voice to St, Auſtin in the [Da 
Garden. O learn to get more alone, andfof 
converſe with a ſearching, quickning, edi-Jwh 
fying Book! How much Time is ſpent inflyor 
Vanity,  Trifling, and Sin ! how much Tir 

Time is ſpent in Taverns, in Alehouſes, Ho 
Coffee-houſes, impertinent Viſits, idle Games pro 
and Sports, that might be much betterfſþy 
ſpent in a Chamber, in a Cloſet, with aÞÞþre: 
good, ſerious Book! A good Book would Pou 
help you. to know God better, and to un- y. 
derſtand his Word better; it would help youff y 
to know more of Chriſt, and Heaven, andrhai 
eternal Life: It would help you to know moreſo y 
of yourſelves and Sins, more of your Hearts Peac 
and Ways, more of God's Commands and your ſo eſ 
Duty to him: It would teach you to loved, 
God and Man, to overcome the World, andhcy 


live 
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» | live by Faith. It would teach you to hear 
- better, and pray better, to be holy in all 
$ | Converſation, and to be better prepared for 
e | Death and Judgment. How have good Men 
s ſtudied, and laboured, and wrote, that they 
r might do ſomething to ſave your Souls ! 
it And ſhall all their Labours be loſt? they 
is would fain have you come to the ſame Heaven 
t, | and Happineſs to which they are gone. 
ot And will you unkindly refuſe all their Help 
and Labour of Love! Ah! poor Souls, what 
nt will become of you at laſt? How many 
e- Helps, and Means, and Aids have you to Wi 
up give an Account of, at the great, the laſt Wi 
he Day of the World! How many holy Lives 10 
nd of God's Saints and Servants have you ſeen, 
di- which. ſhould have quĩckned and encouraged 
in lyou in the Way to Heaven! How much 
ch Time and Labour have they ſpent for you ! 
es, How many great and holy, good and 0 
nes profitable works have they left behind them, Wil 
terpy which they ſtill ſpeak to you, and ll 
apreach to you, and give Warnings and: 

ald Counſel, and Direction to you ! hear them 
an-If you will not hear us; Hear the Dead, 
ouſt you will not hear the Living. With 

hat Voice and Language would they ſpeak 

o you, were they to come again from the 
Dead ? how earneſt would they be with you. 
$o eſcape thoſe Flames that they have eſcap- 

oveſd, and to enter into thoſe Joys, into which 

andſhey are entered ! What Deſcriptions could 
—_— "=. 1 
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and yet God aſks them, why will ye Die and 


a. 1 


| =_ 
they repreſent of the Love of God, the Grace 4 
of Chriſt, and the Glories of the Bleſſed! 
But they muſt not : You muſt learn to live 7 
I Faith as they did, and to truſt the U 


ord and Truth of God, as they did: You 


muſt follow them, thro" Faith and Patience to fin 
inherit the Promiſes. Heb. vi. 12. * 
K — — | 1 te 

error . x 


An affeftionate Parapbraſe on theſe Words, Why 
will ye Die? Ezek. xvili. 31. 


ſee and hear thoſe compaſſionate Words (1 
f the good God, ſaying to you, Why will 
die, O Houſe of Iſrael! The Houſe of I/ael 
was the Church of God, the Company of 
thoſe that had the Book of God, the Co- 
venant and Ordinances of God among them; 


H W can you, without a melting Heart, 
O 


be loſt for ever? Suppoſing him aſking you 
the ſame Queſtion, you profeſſed Chriſtians 
You that now belong unto the Jrael of 
God; why will ye Die? why will ye fin on 
and refuſe Mercy and Peace, and run your v 
ſelves wilfully into eternal Death and Dam 
nation? 3 3 
Conſider, and meditate the Extent and Imi fe 
portance of this Queſtion ! How many more 
are contain'd in the Bowels of it, or i 


«a0 
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1 drawn ſuitable thereto? Many ſerious weak 
" Queſtions may be aſkK'd you, upon every 
mY 
ne N ord of the Queſtion of the Text; as, 1. 
Upon the Word Die, relating to that Death 
Wh Miſery, that you are 1o . to run 
into. 2. Upon the Word you, relating to 
the People and Folks that are here ſuppos'd 
— ſo willing to die. 3. Upon the Word why, 
 Finquiring into the ſtrange Reaſons that move 
you to be willing to die. 


— om 
I. 9ueftions on the Word DIE, © 


(r. CNONSIDER, what Queſtions may 
"Re be propoſed to you from the Word 
Die? why will ye Die? what is this Death 
that you are ſo ready to continue and bring 
upon yourſelves ? 

1. Why will you continue ſpiritually dead? 
Dead in your Guilt, and Treſpaſſes, and Sin? 
Dead in your Ignorance, Unbelief, and Hard- 
neſs of Heart ? Dead to God, and to Reli- 
gion and all the Ways bf God ? Is there no 
fuch thing as ſpiritual Life? No Inclination 


Ven, and Goodneſs ? Is there no ſuch thin 
as Communion and Intercourſe with God 
What does the Goſpel then ſignify, that pro- 


communion and Enjoyments? Is there no 
mk thing as a Converſation in Heaven, hat 
2 RR. mean 


and Affection of the Soul to God, and Hea- . 


Imi feſſes to lead you to ſuch high and heavenly- 


— — . 
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ſafely unto eternal Life? God has ſhewn'yo c 
that Way, J be Path of Life he hath made 


"ks. 


8) 


mean then in the holy, heavenly Lives o 
God's Saints? Io they not declare pla, 
that they ſeck a better Country? That the 
have Hopes, and Hearts, and Joys above? 
And will yeu be Lead to all theſe ? Dead 
to Chriſt and Heaven and the Happineſs of 
Saints? And will you be alive only to Sin 
and to the World ? to the Luſts of the Fleſn, I 
and the Pride of Life ? O why will ye con- 
tinue dead to all that is Good, and Holy, and G 
Divine! 

2. Why will ye refuſe the Author of Life, 
the living God, that gives Grace to his Saints 
and Glory to the Bleſſed ? His Spirit gives 
Life; che Light of his Countenance give 
Light and Joy : with him there is the Foun- g. 
tain of Life and Peace, Why do ye putſſ;. 
him thus to complain, My People will have 
nane of me? none of my gracious, quickning 
Preſence ! They will not come to me that the 
may have Life. John v. 40. Why are ye un 
reconciled ro the God of Life, and why will 
ve Die, O Houſe of Iſrael ! | 

3. Why do you reje& and refuſe the Wa 
of Life; the good Way, that will bring ye 


known to you. His Law is good, and lead: 
to Life, His Commandments are everlaſting 
Life, Polineſs is ſpiritual. Life, yea it. 1s 
eternal Life begun. Why do ye hate thai“ 
Lite, and ſtand at a diſtance from it? vey 


4 P 


* 
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do you ſtarve, and wound, and ruin your 
Souls ? and why will ye die, 2 Houſe of Iſrael! 

4. Why will you imbitter your own Death? 
Your natural Death that is approaching a- 
pace ? You cannot prevent it indeed, but 
you may make it more bitter and more dread- 
ful. What a terrible Death will you die, if 
< Jou die in your Sins! a Death far unlike that 
fot the Righteous! They go to ſleep ; they 
5 die in Peace, and go to joytul Reſt with 

God: but you die under the Curſe and Wrath 
of God; under the Hatred and Anger of 
God. What Poiſon and Stings do you put 
into your Death ! How ghaſtly and frightful 
Levin the King of Terrors look upon you? 
What Pains and Racks will be in your Con- 

ſciences, when ye are to leave the World? 
Pulis not Death of itſelf, ſad and grievous 
enough, but will you make it worle | Why 
will you chuſe the moſt terrible Paſſage 'out 
of the World? and why will ye die, O Houſe 
A of Iifracl! 

5. Why will ye e upon unſpeaka- 
Va ble, endleſs Death ? Ah! dear Souls! doye 
know what the Wages of Sin are? Do you 
| 4 know what the Power and Wrath of an of- 
4 ach fende] God are? Do you conſider what it 
is to lie under the weight of his Frowns, 
of his Terrors, and fiery Indignation for 
Jever? O that you may never know by your 
chal own Senſe and Experience ! But are ye not 
running into thoſe Flames ? Are ye not de- 
E 3 ns ſtroying 


1 i 
eg yourſelves, and bringing Damnati- 


haſten. out of the Jaws of everlaſting Death ! 
for why will Je Die, O 8 888 of Iſrael. of 


u. Queſtions on the Mord YOU. 


(2.) NONSIDER what Enquiries ariſe 
from the Word you, in this ſacred 
Exp a, Queſtions relating to the 
People and Perſons, here ſuppoſed thus will- 
ing to die: Why will you die? you that 
come under ſuch Characters and Conſidera- 
tions as theſe 
1. You that are rational Creatures, FEY 
will you die? You that are the Beauty and 
Firſt-born of this World and Creation? You 
that are ſuch Products of Divine Power and 
Skill. How curiouſly and wonderfully are 
ou framed and wrought! You may each 
* you ſay to the great God, Thy Hands have 
made me and faſhioned me. In thy Book were 
all my Members written, when as yet, none 
of them were drawn out and figured. Read 
the Hiſtory of your Creation, and ſee if 
there is not good Reaſon to argue the Caſe 
with you. Why will ye dis? God made Man 
(che Body of Man) out of the” Duſt. of abe 
Field. A curious Body, you ſee; he has 
made it, compoſed of many curious Parts; 
fit tor many curious n ure, 
an 


on on your own Souls ? . pity yourſelves, 


and Excerciſes; ; 
and 1 of a noble Soul. 


ſon with yours. 


ma let b you wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven, Job 
XXXV. II. 


* 
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fit to be the Companion 
And will 
ye deſtroy ſo curious a Body? Is it not e- 
nough that it muſt diffolve and lie rotti 
in the Grave for many Years ; but would 
ou alſo have it lie rack'd and tortur'd in 
Hell for evermore ? God then breath'd into 
Man the Breath of Life, a living Spirit: 
Whereupon he became a living, always living, 
or immortal Soul. And ſhould immortal Souls, 
die and periſh under the Wrath of God ? Tou 
are knowing, rational Creatures, and will yon 
die? You can underſtand what Death is, 
and can know how to eſcape it? Lou can 
foreſee it, and fear it, and haſten from it. 
Let Brutes die, they know not what Death 
means, their Death is nothing in compari- | 
Let wild Beaſts and Cattle 
die, they were 'made to be taken and de- 
ſtroyed : Are not you of much more Value than 
they? They cannot be informed and inſtruct- 
ed as you are: They know nothing of Life 
or Death, nothing oft Time or Eternity, no- 
thing of a future State and World ; He 
 Reacheth you more than the Beaſts of the Earth, and 


? 


He has made you for noble Ends 
and Uſes, and why then will you. dies Tou 
are capable of Immortal Life and Joy. Is 
not Immortality written upon your Natures ? 


Wen N Minds, and en and Con- 


* 


. ſciences ? 


TX} 
hives ? O why then will ye -_ poor un- 
happy Sinners? 

2 You that are put into a | Redeemer's 
Hands, why will ye die? Know ye not that ye 
have been bought with a Price? That the 
Lord Jeſus died, roſe and revived, that he 
might be Lord of the Dead and of the 
Living ? Is he your Lord ? and is he Lord 
of Life? and why will ye die? has he brought 
you into his Hands, that he may prove and 
ö try you, and yet i ye die? Is he willing 
to reſpite the Curſe of the Law for a while? 
willing to try you with Patience, and Mer- 
cy, and Counſel for a little Seaſon ? Does 
he ſet you in a State of new Trial and Pro- 
bation, to ſee how you will act towards him, 
aud how you will carry it for an endleſs 
Eternity? and are ye reſolved to abuſe his 
— Goodneſs, and to die at laſt ! ſhall a Re- 
= do ye no good ? ſhall a Mediator 


be Joſt, and all his Care and Love be for- 
feited ? O you redeemed of the Lord, why 
will ye die? 

3. You that have the Bible, the Book of 
God to lead you unto Life, why will ye die? 


You that have the Word of Grace, and 


Words of Lite, why will ye forſake all, and 
run into eternal Death? What Advantage 


— ä , 


Nations and People? much every way; chie 
that unto you are committed the Oracles of God 


Coun- 


then hath the Houſe of Iſrael above all other + 


fe has not dealt fo with other Lands 5 8 


1 3 
Countries. How many large Nations on 
the Earth ſit in Darkneſs, and in the Sha- 
dow of Death? Did you know how great 
a Part of this World is without the true 
Knowledge of God and Chriſt, ſurely you 
would pity thoſe that dwell there; and ſurely 
you would be aſtoniſhed at the Providence 
of God, and be ſtirred up, to improve and 
employ your Bibles and your Light much 
more. God ſeems to wink at their Igno- 
rance ; but he deals not fo with you: He 
calls you into marvellous Light; brings 
Life and Immortality to Light unto you; 
gives you leave to look into the Myſtery 
of his Will, into the Myſtery of redeeming. 
Love, ordained for your Glory: He gives 
you a Proſpect into Heaven, into the moſt 
holy Place: Gives you leave to ſee and con- 
template the Things that Angels deſire to 
look into. And ſhall the living Oracles be 
in vain? Shall the Spirit of Inſpiration be 


iven to the Church in vain ? O poor un- 


thinking Souls, why will you die and perifh 
or ever? . : by 
4. You that have Life fo frequently and 
trankly offer'd to you, why will ye die? E- 
ternal Life offer'd you by the God of Life? 
are not they juſtly reckon'd wilfully to die,” 


that wilfully refuſe Life, when it is ſet be- 


fore them? Can you ſay that Life, bleſſed 
Life has not been offer'd to you? will not 
your Conſcience declare the contrary ? will 
3 not 


—_ 
not the Bible and your Miniſters witneſs the 
{ contrary ? will not this Book that you are 


God, and together with the Son of God ? 
In the Covenant of God, Which is a Cove- 
nant of Life and Peace with poor Sinners, 
does not the God of Life there call to you, 
Ho ! every one that thirfteth! Iſaiah lv. 1. Ah, 
poor indigent, dying Mortals, you that want 
all ſpiritual, ſaving Bleſſings, Come you to the 
Waters: Come to the Fountain of living Wa- 
ters, to the Fountain of 1 ife and Grace, and 
Glory! And he that hath no Money; no Merit, 
.or Worth of his own; Come buy and eat, 
come and take freely! come, and receive, 
and embrace the Bleſſings of Life, and Peace; 
Inchne your Ear, (be not ſtill dead and ob- 
ſtinate; Come to me, and I will make an 
everlaſting Covenant with you; even the ſure 
Mercies of David. Iſa. lv. 3. And what are 
the ſure Mercies of David? Is there not Life 
among them for evermore? How can ye 
deſpiſe the Covenant of God? is not the Son 
of God, and Life with him offer'd unto you? 
Doth not the eternal Father ſay, here is my 


beloved Son, hear him: Receive him: There 
is Life in the Son: He that hath the Son, hatb 


- Life. i John v. 12. Let him be yours, and 
all is yours; eternal Life; eternal Joy; e- 
ternal Bliſs and Glory .is yours. O poor 


Souls ! 


now reading witneſs to the contrary ? is not 
eternal Life offered you in the Covenant off 


Cos) 


Souls ! 22 will ye die, to whom eternal Life 
is ſo freely and kindly offer dd? 


5. You that have a Saviour fanding ant 


moch at your Door, Rev. iii. 20. why wil 


eie? what is the MortaPs Priviledge in this 


Day of Grace! The Saviour waits, and calls, 
and knocks, how few Nations have him fo 
near, and fo loudly knocking at their Doors, 
as you have? How kind is his Voice, and 


courteous his Carriage? Do you not hear 


him ſaying, open to me my beloved, Open your 
Minds and Hearts to me, and 7 will come in 
2 ſup with you, and you with me. Rev. iii. 
'And eh richly will he entertain you, 
with the Foretaſtes of glorious Life and 
Heaven ? How frequent are his Meſſages of 
Love!] how inviting are his Providences ! 
how open are his Arms to embrace you! how 
full are his Promiſes, and how ſtrong his 
Importunities ! And after all this, Vill ye 
reſolvealy die, O Houſe of Iſrael! 

6. You that havea divine Spirit ſtill Azivin 
with you, why will ye dis? A Spirit of Life 
in ſome Meaſure moving upon your Souls ! 
Is he not till leading you unto God, and 


Religion, and holy Life! Does he not tell 
you, that now it is high Time to awake 
out of Sin and Sloth; and time to look after 


Life and Eternity? Does he not put you 
upon 1 and turning unto God 
Does he not tell you of your Sins, and con- 


955 7 of your „ü and Re- 


bellion 
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that he is ready to ſtand by you, and help 

in all your Motions towards Heaven and 
Cernal life? Does he not ſometimes give 
you good Thoughts and Intentions; good 


Deſires and Reſclutions ; - concur with the 


Word of God many Times, and make it 
od and ſweet to you? And ſhall theſe 


5 
| | Works be loſt! will you always grieve the 


Spirit of God; will you reject him, till you 


| you may live with God for ever. 
nothing of this do, after all; 


have quite quenched his Motions and Ope- 

rations? O why will ye be ſo hardened a- 
gainſt God and Goodneſs! and why will ye 
die, O Houſe of Iſrael 


7. Lou that have the Miniſtry attending 


you, to call you unto Life, why vil! ye die? 


If thoſe die, to whom the Meſſengers of 
God are not ſent, and are not allow'd to be- 
hold the beautiful Face of them that bring 
the glad Tidings of Goſpel Peace, yet why 
' foruld you die, to whom they come with Words 


| Repentance, that you may live; come to 
call you to Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that you may have Lite by. his Name; come 
to call you to Reconciliation witfi God, that 
And will 


Fully die ?. 


8. You that have the great God arguing 


the Caſe with you, why will ye die 2. Do you 


know what it is to- have the loving. and live- 
ing 


bellion againſt God ? Does he not tell you; 


&- Life and Joy! They come to call you to 


will you. wit- 2 
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ing God pleading with you? He that N 


in Thunder, and Lightning, and Earthquake 
to the ancient Houſe of {frac}, comes in a 
mild and compaſſionate Way to plead with 
you. He might tell you, you ſhall die, whe- 
ther you will or no: He might tell you, | 
you ſhall be loſt and damned without Reme- 
dy; that it ſhall no longer be offer'd to your 
Choice, whether you ſhall live or no. But 
he pities you amidſt your Sins and Folly, and | 
condeſcends to reaſon with you, why will ye 
die? What Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs is 
here! Will the eternal God ſtoop to argue 
and plead with contemptible Duſt and Aſhes ? 
Will he ſhew more Regard to your Welfare, 
than ye do yourſelves ? How will ye anſwer 
him ? What Reaſon will ye give him, why 
ye are ſo willing to die, and to be deprived 
of his Preſence and Glory ? Does he call you 
to live? Does he plead and intreat, that ye 
would be concern'd for your Souls ? and yet 
will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael! 

. You that live within the Compaſs of the 
Chriſtian Church, why will ye die? You, whoſe 
Lot is fallen within the Church of God? of 
the two, it was more tolerable that the an- 
cient Houſe of Jrael ſhould die, than that 
you ſhould. They that lived in the World, 
and in the Houſe of God before the Media- 
tor was born, their Death might be more ex- 
cuſable than yours; they had not that open 
Tien and. thoſe clear Diſcoveries of 9 
8 an 
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and heavenly things, that you have; the 
Church of God was then like an Heir under 
Age, deprived of many Privileges and En- 
{ka yments you are admitted to: They were 
d under more Fear and Terror, under 
Types and Shadows, and dark Ceremonies, 
till the Time of Reformation : Heb. ix. 10. 
But when the Meſſiah, the Mediator came, 
the Times of Reformation came alſo : Now 


more Light ſhines into the Houſe of 1/rae!; I. 
now Types and Shadows are fled away! now 2 
are ye allow'd to behold the King in his I 5 
Beauty, now ye /ze Feſus, for the Suffering of © 
Death, made lower than Angels, but now crown'd an 
with Honour and Glory. You are call'd to take 
a large view of the Redeemer born into the l 
World; converſing in all Goodneſs and Ho- 
lineſs among Men; confirming his Doctrine þ*" 
with mighty Miracles; laying down his Life 15 
for your Offences, riſing again from the e 
Dead for your Juſtification, aſcending into N*© 
Heaven, taking his Place at the Right-hand | F 
of God, interceding with the Father for ſuch A 
as you, and deſigning to come again with 
all his Angels and Saints at the Loft Day. © 
You arc allow'd to look more into the Coups || ? 
| fels of God, into the Ark of the Covenant, || ©! 
into the Court of Heaven, and the Company, f 
and the Pleaſures there. The Myſtery that 0 
has been hid from Ages and Generations, is 
made known to you for the Joy of Faith, 
MH 3 for the Obedience of Faith. And 221 
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nel ye die ? will none of theſe Things lead you. 
27 nba Life? You that are under the New Teſta» 
n. ent, under the Reign and Kingdom of the 
re laſcending Redeemer, why will ye die? you 
er Khat are of the preſent Iſrael of God? Has 
not God provided ſome better things for you that 
they without you ſhould not be made perfett ? 
eb. xi. 40. and yet after all, will ye die 
or ever? 
'| 10. You whoſe Lot is graciouſly caſt with- 
in the pale of the Reformed Churches, why 
will ye die? how happy is your Portion there, 
onlch you make it miſerable by your Sin 
and Sloth, and Folly? How great a Part 
of the Chriſtian World lies in doleful Ig- 
norance, Superſtition, and Idolatry! How 
many Kingdoms are inſlaved to the Pope, 
and to the Errors and Abominations of Po- 
ry ! How little do they know of the Per- 
ſon and Mediation of the: Lord Jeſus ! How 
ready to ſet up other Mediators together 
with him! and to fly to the Interceſſion of 
Saints! How little are they inſtructed in the 
Merits and Fulneſs of his Death and Righte- 
„ | ouſneſs ! in the ſufficiency and Power of the 
Sacrifice, by which he has for ever perfect- 
ed them that are ſanctified? Alas | how are 
poor Souls, in thoſe Lands, cheated with Maſ- 
les, and Latin Services, with the pretended 
Merit of Saints, and Prayers for the Dead, 
and Stories of Purgatory | and ſo are ſadly 
led * the Blind into the Ditch of Don 


die for ever! 
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and Deſtruction! And are not they enoug me 
to be deceived and die? Will you per | 
as well as they? you are brought into more 
Light; you are allow'd to ſee the Error 
and the Vanity, and Deceit of their Reli 
gion: And do not your Souls pity them; 
And do you not ſeriouſly pray, that God's 
Kingdom may come among them? Ir not 
why do you pretend to be Proteſtants? Is M 
the Reformation no Bleſſing to you? Is the 
Purity of the Scripture, and of heavenl thi 
Doctrine, no Mercy to you? you are calledſan) 

to ſearch the Scriptures themſelves and tofithu 
ſee with your own Eyes the Way to Life: Re 
You are taught the Way of Forgiveneſs andſcor 
Pardon thro the Blood and Righteouſneſs of aſk 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : You are taught theſcor 
purer Worſhip of God; and yet will ye die? Ha 
O how: fad l that Proteſtants, that Inhabi- faſk 
tants in the Reformed Churches, that Mem- [Coi 
bers of our excellent Church of England, 
ſhould loſe Heaven and their DO, and 


11. You that read this Bood, 3 will Fe 
die? If it be not worth your reaching, throw 
it by, and take a better. If it be worth the 
reading, is it not ſo, only becauſe it al an 
you to conſider what you are doing, = : 
Whither are you going? And will you -nOF. 
. conſider ? Are you reſolv'd to go careleſly on, 
FR * a Beaſt to the ange ? Will nothing, 


24 


move 


* 


* 


8 move ye ? no Conſiderations awaken you? 
An Will you read, and yet periſh and die. 
or] 9 


n Queſtions on the Word W HTI. 


d's HEN let us aſk you a few other 
ot Queſtions, ſuch that may ariſe from 
1sﬆthe third Word in the Text, Nh, Why will 
hebe die? Let me enquire into the Reaſons of 
alyſthis Will, or Wilfulneſs of yours. Have you 
edjany Reaſon to give the Bleſſed God, Who 
tolthus expoſtulates with you? Have you any 
e: Reaſon to give the Lord Jeſus, when he ſhall 
ndfcome to judge the World, and when he ſhall 
of ſaſæ you, why would ye die, and would not 
he ſcome to him, that you might have Life? 
e? [Have you any Reaſon for one that would 
bi- laſk you in their Name, why will ye die? Let 
n- [Conſcience ſee and ſay, whether theſe that 
, follow are any of the Reaſons why you will 
1d Nie, and loſe your Souls and Life for ever. 
Ii. Are you reſolv'd that the bleſſed God ſhall 
ye Pave no Glory in your eternal Life and Salvati- 
n? Are you ſuch an Enemy to all his Glory, 
th that you intend he ſhall have none in you 
s And by you? Have you heard how well-pleaſ- 
id. Ing it will be to him to ſee you in Heaven? 
ox Have you heard and read what his Son that 
frame from Heaven, has told you! That the 
\Wather rejoices when a poor Soul is return- 
ing thither ? that 1 is ready to call all the 
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Family together, and ſay to them, 7 is meet 
that we ſhould rejoice and be glad, for this your 
Brother was dead, and is alive, was loſt, and 
is found. And are you reſolv'd that you will 
not return to ſo loving a Father ? That he 
ſhall have no Joy in you, no Comfort in your], 
Salvation? Are you ſo fallen out with him, 
ſo unreconciled to him, that you are reſolved” 
he ſhall not be glorify'd in you? ſhall never 
ſee the Glory of his Wiſdom, and Love, and An 
Grace in you? O ungodly Soul! will you Ar 
die out of Envy and Spite, reſolv'd that the He 
| God of Heaven ſhall have no Honour, no rig 
Ot 


Glory, nor Praiſe by you or by your Salva- 
tion ? 

2. Are you reſolv'd that the Redeemer fhallf”® 
Dave no Jay or Satisfaction in you? Have you. 
heard, that the Father hath promis'd him ae 
Seed to ſerve him? have you heard, that hel- 
is to ſee of the Travail of his Soul? and tofſ<? 
be ſatisfy d? But do you mean, that he ſhall 
be difappointed in you? Do you reſolve that 
in you he ſhall not ſee the Travail of his 
Soul; and that in you he ſhall never be fa 
_ tisfy'd? Are you reſolv'd that as far as i 
you lies, you will ſpoil the Deſigns of hig 
Death, and ruin all the Fruits of his Bed *& 
Sacrifice? Is it not your Aim to do all yo 
can that he ſhould die in vain, and pour ou 
his Soul an Offering for Sin, in vain? Ard" 
| you fo diſpleas d with him, as to be reſolv' the 
ut you will never ſing the Song of Moſesy -E 
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and of the 3 ? that you will never giye 


1 
Com, and Honour, and Salvation, and Praiſe, ll! 


Ute bim that was Jain, and redeemed you by 
his Blood ? O cruel Souls ! why will ye die? 
3. Are you reſolved that the boly och ſhall 
have no Foy in, and by your Company; Have 
edlyou been told, by our bleſſed Saviour him- 8 
ſelf, that there is Foy in the Preſence of the 
8 Angels, over one Sinner that repents and lives? | 
1u $4nd are you reſoly'd thereupon to blaſt their 
hel Hopes and ſpoil their Joys? Do you envy 
their preſent Happineſs, and reckon they have 
o much, that they ſhall have no more for it! 
oa nor from you ! Ah, poor Soul! what 1 
ave they done to Pa, that you are ſo en- 11 
10us at their Bliſs ? wherein have they de- 9 
ſerv'd your III-will and Spleen ? What's the 
Matter you are ſo loth to let them have your 
to Company and Converſation in Heaven? what it, 
fault do you find with thoſe good Spirits, | 
hatthat you will not let them have that Satif- li 
faction and Solace, that may ariſe from your | 
Preſence and Society? why will you deny 
hem ſo ſmall a Matter, or ſo great a Plea- | 
; Lure? and why will you miſs of Heaven ? | 
ang why will ye die. O Houſe of Iſrael! _ 16 
4. Do you deſign that the Devil and damned © lit 
pirits ſball have your Company for evermore 2 1 
\re you more pleas'd with them than with || 
The heavenly Society] and are you more wik 
ling to oblige and gratify them? What Ser- 
Wy do you owe the infernal Spurtes ? ? Have 
F 2 you 


S 


„„ 
you found their Company ſo good that you Th 
intend to have it for ever? Have you toundjanc 
their Service ſo pleaſant, that you will oblig{{in! 
them with your Company in thoſe fiery Mangre 
ſions? What have they done tor you? Have 
they help'd you to ſome of the Pleaſures of 
Sin? It may be they have; and will yo 
therefore go and dwell with them in thei 
HFabitation? Have they help'd you to ſom Par 

Trade, and made you rich? It may be 
they have. There is a deal of Trade car$- 
Tied on by the Devil's Counſel; and man 

are made rich by the Way that he put 
them into. You know what he offer'd the 

Saviour himſelf : He ſhew'd him the King Put 
doms of the World, and their Glories, andÞs 

told him, All theſe will I give thee, if thou wil 
fall down and worſhip me, Mat. iv. 9. DW 

And has the Devil given you any of theſd{ha 

Things? And will you therefore die, tha#nc 
you may humour and gratify him? Or havqup 
you made a Covenant with Death, and a 
Agreement with Hell? Have you (as ſomq ene 
poor Wretches are ſaid to have done) en fro 
ter'd into a Contract with the Devil, to bapu 

His, and live with him? elſe what is -theſtn 
Matter, and who hath bewitch'd you, that you o 

ſhould thus wilfully run in the Way to eter Pe 

nal Death and Hell? „ e 

5 . I it not enough in your Eyes that AnpelP 
Save ſinned and died, but you muſt die too O- 

They have died, as they are capable of Sing" 


* 
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of They are caſt out of their Manſions of Life 
ndand Glory! God ſpared not the Angels that 
ggiinned, but caſt them down to Hell, to be 
an reſerv'd unto the Judgment of the great Day, 
Wiz Pet. ii. 4. And are not theſe enough to 
olſuffer the Vengeance of eternal Fire? Have 
-ofyou a mind to bear them Company? are you 
geil willing to hear that dreadful Sentence: De- 
ma part from me ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire, pre- 
b&pared for the Devil and his Angels? Mat. xxv. 
ar 41. If the Devil and his Angels are enough 
an to go into that Fire, why will you go there? 
utSand why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael ! 
th 6. 1s it not enough that our firſt Parents died, 
ng Put you muſt die? Is it not enough that Death 
anqis brought upon you by Entail, but you 
bill muſt bring it upon yourſelves alſo, by your 
_ wn Folly and Wilfulneſs? Know ye not, 
ieſdhat by one Man, Sin entered in the World 
hand Death by Sin; and that Death paſſed 
avqhpon all, foraſmuch as all have ſinned ? Rom. 
any. 12. But alas! poor Mortals ! is it not 
meenough to have Death derived upon you 
en from that one Man [even from old Adam] 
bqbut will you voluntarily bring heavier De- 
theſtruction upon yourſelves? will nothing ſerve 
du our turn, but a reſolute pulling down of 
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Know ye not that God is now ſetting you 
peppon a new Foundation? He now offers to 
00 ou Life through his Son, the ſecond Adam; 
ing 5 nd in the ſecond Covenant, eſtabliſned upon | ; 
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Death and Deſtruction upon your own Heads? 


R 


better Promiſes. If you now die, you ſhall } 


not die merely as one that ſinned in Adam, 
and fall with him in his firſt Tranſgreſſion, 
but this will be your Condemnation. that 


Light is come into the World, and Life is 4 


come into the World, and has been offered 
unto you, and you would not have it. And 
will nothing ſerve your turn, but à ſorer Con- 
demnation ? an aggravated Death? Are you 
reſolved to die as Self-deſtroyers ? and wil- 
fully acceſſary to your own Death? why wil 
de die, O Houſe of Irael ! 

. J it not enough that the old World before the 
Flood died, but you muſt die too ? How long- 
liv'd was that World | how well ſtored with 
Inhabitants ! How long-liv'd ? Six or ſeven 
Hundred Years was an ordinary Life. How 
well filled? The Earth ſurely was repleniſh 
ed abundantly. The Earth was filled with Vio 
"tence, Gen. vi. 11. As if it were full of 
violent, bloody Inhabitants. But what vio 
lent Death ruſh'd in upon them all? G04 
ſpared not the old World, but brought in the 
Flood upon the World of the Ua 2 Pet 


11. 83. And Death came with the violent, 


iürreſiſtble Waters; no Shelter nor Refuge fo 


poor Sinners, in Houſes, Courts, nor Caſtles; 


nor Refuge in Woods, or on higheſt Trees 
or Mountain Tops; no Refuge in Grots, o 
Dens, or Caves of the Earth; Death ſweeps 
down and waſhes away a whole World be 
| fore! it: And then bow faſt did Souls die, a | 
8 we 
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well as Bodies? then Hell filled apace: Twas 


18 


& World of Ungodly ones. And how. 
then went hence to lift up their Eyes in 
Hell! And were not theſe enough to die? 


thouſands and thouſands that went down to 


the bottomleſs Pit! Was it not enough that 
a World thus died, but you muſt add your- 
ſelves to their Number, and you muſt die 
too ? 

| Moreover, was it not enough that Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and other Cities of the Plain 
died, and dreadfully died, but you muſt die 
too? what a dre Death was theirs | God 
rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah Brimſtone 
and Fire out of Heaven. And he overthrew 
thoſe Cities, and all the Plains, and all the In- 
Babitants of thoſe Cities, Gen. xix. 24, 25. 


And how many might thoſe Inhabitants be? 


Probably thouſands and thouſands. And 
what a Death was theirs? A Hell on Earth, 
Fire and Brimſtone rained upon them out 
of Heaven: This was juſt like the Venge- 


ance of eternal Fire. And are not theſe 


enough in your Eyes to die, but you muſt 
5 Increaſe the Company and die too ? 


9. Js it not enough that the old Houſe of Iſrael 


| ſhould ſo generally die, but you muſt die alſo ? 


e Aks!-how few ef the old Tad of GLI'WAe 


willing to enter into Life? You find one 
Prophet of God complaining, bo hath be- 


lieved our Report; Iſaiah liii x, You find 


, this Prophet pleading, . wil . die, 0 
ES - 2 Houſe * 


NG a ee 
Houſe of Iſrael? You find the Apoſtle com- 


plain, that rae! would not be gathered; that 


the Jews the natural Branches were broken 
off through their Unbelief; that they were 
unwilling to accept of eternal Life, that they 
put the Word of God far from them; ſo 
that Wrath was come upon them to the utmoſt ; 


and they were ſeaPd up unto eternal Death 


and Wrath. And are they not enough to 
die? eſpecially when added to all the reſt ? 
Would you ftill increaſe the Number of the 
sternally dead? O why will ye die, my poor un- 
happy Brethren! © © 1 

10. Are the Number to be ſaved like to be ſ 
great, that you will be none of that Number ? 
Ah! fooliſh Profeſſors! do you think that 
too many will get to Heaven ? You have 
heard indeed that there are thouſands and 
thouſands of Angels; there is of redeemed 
Saints ſuch a brave Company that no Man 
can number. But does this offend ye ? do 
you think the Multitude too great ? Will you 
deſcend to the damned World in Expectati- 
on to find fewer? Alas, will few be ſaved? 


Mat. vii. 13, 14. will the Righteous themſelves 


Searcely be ſaved? 1 Pet. iv. 18. and will you 


think thoſe few too many ? why will ye ſhat 

yourſelves out of their Number? and 4p 

will ye eternally die? Or, „ anden 
II. 1s Heaven and Life ſo dreadful a State, 


that you are reſolv'd you will not come there? . 


What my Brethren, are you afraid of eternal 
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through Sin and Sloth, and Careleſſneſs, haſt- 


with the Curſe of God? Can you chearful- 
| ſharp Arrows of the Almighty, when they 


| pany, that you are reſolved to be with them 


n 
Glory? Will Joy and Happineſs do you any 
harm? Will heavenly Bleſſedneſs be your 
Grief and Loſs, and Torture! Is everlaſting | 
Fight worſe than endleſs Death! do you hate 0 
and abhor the Face and Favour, and Love- 
ing-kindeſs of God? Will that Preſence and | 
Glory be your Torture and Miſery ? Why 
then do you fly from Heaven? why are ye, 


ening unto eternal Deſtruction O why will 
ye die? that are called unto Glory by Chriſt 
Jeſus / a 

12. I Death and Hell 72 happy a State, that 
none but that will ſerve you ? What ſhall I ſay 
to you, poor dear Souls! Are ye in love 


ly bear the Showers of his Wrath? the flam- 
ing Breath that goes out of his Noſtrils? the 


ſhall ſtick in your Heart and Sides? Are 
howling, hideous Devils ſuch pleaſant Com- 


for ever? How will you bear that aſtoniſh- 
ing Sentence, Go ye Curſed into everlaſting 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels? 
Mat. xxv. 41. Can ye chearfully dwell in 
everlaſting Fire, or contentedly lie down in 
everlaſting Burnings ? Iſa. xxxiii. 14. If you 
make a mock at theſe things now, do you | 
think you ſhall do ſo when you are in the Þ} 
midſt of them? Do you think it will be as |; 
wy to find and feel thoſe Tortures, as it | 

| * is wal 


* 
* 
1 
- 


190 ) 
is now to hear or read of them? Doſt thou 
think thou ſhalt rejoice that thou art got 
thither? and that thou ſhalt never repent 
the Time or Day that thou didſt drop down 
into the endleſs furious Flame? 
14. Is the Miſery of the Sinners of the hea- 
then World ſo ſmall, that you are reſolved yours 
Hall be greater th in theirs ? Have vou a mind 
to taſte and feel more than they? They 
have not had indeed your Invitations and 
Calls; your Light, and Helps, and Means; 
Do you think their Sins are not large enough? 
but yours ſhall be fuller and larger than 
theirs? Do you think their Stripes and 
Laſhes are not loud and keen enough ? but 
yours ſhall be keener and deeper than theirs ? 
Ah ! poor Creatures! are you deſirous to be 
beaten with moſt Stripes ? would you make 
your Judgments and Torments greater than 
thoſe of Sodom and Gomorrah ? greater than 
the Woes of Tyre and Sidon! Will nothing 
ſerve you, but the hotteſt Place in the fie 
Lake! the moit raging Pains of Counſcience, 
the ſharpeſt Stings and Bites, of that en- 
raged Worm, that never dies? Are you re- 
ſolved to be turned into Hell laden with 
Bibles, and Sermons, and Sabbaths, to make 
your Fall the lower there ! what's the mat- 
ter, that you will prepare a Cup of ſevereſt 
Indignation and Revenge of yourſelves ! © 
poor Chriſtians ! wil ye die! How unſpeak- 
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ably fad and intolerable will your Death and 


| Anguiſh be to all Eternity ! 

16. Are you ſuch Enemies to 3 that 
you are reſokved to die, whatever comes on it 
Have you ſworn the Deſtruction of 
own Souls and Bodies]! Have you 3 1 
them ſo often, that you are now — 
to revoke the Sentence? have you over 
over devoted your Souls unto Damnation, 
and are ye willing to die in your own re- 
peated Curſes ? What ! are you implacably 


fallen out with yourſelves ? enraged at your 


own Beings ! Are you grown ſo unnatural, 


that you hate and abhor your own Fleſh 1 


and would fain ſee it rais'd from the Grave, 
and thrown into the fierv Lake, that flames 
for ever and ever? O cruel, barbarous Self- 
Tormentors 1 will ye die? O n thou baſt 
deſtroyed thyſelf | or, 

16. I it not enough to die once, but: you muſt 
die twice ? Die the ſecond and more dreadful 


Death! The firſt Death muſt come, you 
can't prevent it: And how great will be its 


Work and Power! It will break the Frame 
of Man to Pieces; it tramples the Body in- 


to the Duſt, and will lay it rotting and 
mouldering there; It will ſpoil you of your 
Beauty and Strength, and Comelineſs; it 
vill make you Meat for Worms, and min- 
Sle you with the common Earth and Duſt, 


And is not this enough? Will nothing but 
the * Death ſerve your turn? O con- 
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' ſider how grievous that is! It is called zhe 
Lake that burns with Fire and Brimſtone. That 
is the ſecond Death, Revel. xxi. 8. What is 


more tormenting than Fire! what Fire more 


ſharp. and violent than that of Brimſtone ! 


And is this the Death you covet and chuſe ? 


And will not the Wrath, the Fury, the In- 


dignation, and Vengeance of the Lord, be 


more ſharp. and ſevere upon the Soul, than 
Fire and Brimſtone can be to the Body | 5 
and will none but the ſecond Death ſerve 


your turn? Or. 

17. Have you a mind to try by you own Ex- 
perience what this Death is? what the Wages 
of Sin is, and the Penalty God has threatn- 
ed ? Are you not willing to believe us; and 
to believe the Word of God, and the Ac- 
count and Deſcription God has given you ? 


Are you like our firſt Parents, loth to go 


upon truſt ; willing to know Good and Evil 
for yourſelves, and ſo are ye deſirous to go 


to the Regions of Hell and Darkneſs to try 


how it is there? to ſee what they are do- 
ing and ſuffering there? Have you a mind 


to taſte their Sorrows z to feel their Pains; 
to try whether the Report of that World 
and its Miſeries are true? But O!] how will 
ye return? Will you for an Experiment, and. 
Trial, lay down. in everlaſting Burnings ? . 
Or are your Tortures ſo great already, you 
want to know the worſt and utmoſt of them; 

Reer h has Been the” Caſe of ſome poor tor- 

t mented 
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mented Souls; ſuch as Francis Spira, and 
ſome others, The Torments of their Minds 
and Conſciences have been ſo intolerabl 

great, that they have been ready to wilt 
themſelves in Hell, that they might know 
and feel the utmoſt of what they muſt en- 
dure: And therefore that they might be rid 
of Fears, they have wiſh'd themſelves plung'd 
into the real Damnation of Hell. O aſtoniſh- 


ing Caſe! enough to make every Joint 


tremble to think of it! Is this your con- 
dition? are you overwhelmed with ſuch A- 
gonies? why elſe do ye run in the way to 
endleſs Death? and why will ye Die, O Houſe 
of Iſrael ! Or, $160 | 

18. Are you willing that Death ſhall reign 
and triumph over this World of ours! So it 
muſt do, if the ſecond Death prevail; if 
natural Death muſt carry away the Inha- 
bitants of the World into eternal Death. 
But it is determin'd by Heaven, that 
Death ſhall not ſo entirely reign. The Son 
of God is ſent from Heaven to ſlay Death, 
and conquer it: He has taken it for his 
Enemy, and he will reign, till he has trod 


all Enemies under his Feet : The laſt Enemy 
that ſhall be deſtroyed, is Death. He will come 


from Heaven to deſtroy it ; he will come 


and open the Graves and raiſe his Saints to 


Life, to glorious, . endleſs Life. And : fo 


Death in them ſhall be entirely deſtroyed and 
ſwaliowed up in Victory. But are you loth 


— * A _— * e P N 
7 * 9 TIE TY * 0 
* { * L \ 
x 1 3 r o TY - 
3 * 7 
4 > - 
n 
* 9 "A 
* 4 * 1 1 
8 1 « « 5 * "% 1 
. * 3 #4 N 


— 
PAR 


— — — 


9 
* Fa 22 
a 9 5 "a 
” % " * 
N * * N 


THT 
it ſhould be deſtroy'd ? loth that it ſhould 
be aboliſh'd and conquer'd by the Lord Je- 
_ fus? are you willing that it ſhould reign. 
ſtill, and have the Dominion over you at 
the Reſurrection of the Dead? Are you 
ſworn Friends to Death? and have you made 
a covenant with Hell? will you be the Slaves 
and Captives of it for ever? Are you Enemies 
to the Power and Conqueſt of the Redeemer? 
do you intend that he ſhall not ſlay and van- 
quiſh Death for you? but that, in ſpite to 
him and his Glory, you will lie under the 
Power and Rage of Death for evermore ? Or, 
19. Have you a mind to defeat the Redeemer”s 
Deſign, in going to prepare Places above for 
fuch as you? Is he gone to Heaven, to pre- 
pare Places for poor Mortals? and are you re- 
ſolved you will never come there? ſhall there 
be room enough in the Regions of Life, and 
yet none for you? and that becauſe you will 
not follow him ? do you maliciouſly intend 
to diſappoint and fruſtrate all his glorious 
Defigns in aſcending into Heaven, and fitting | 
=o why at the Right-hand of God ; and appear- 
g there in the Preſence of God for you ? 
a you refolved he ſhall live in vain, and 
intercede in vain, and act in Heaven in vain, 
as to you? Are you reſolved you will die, and 
will never come there ? Or, | 
20. Have you a mind to glorify no other At- 
tribute of God, but his Wrath and Vengeance? 


will 30u falla Sacrifice to his Power and Bury? 
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0 how ſtrong md dreadful will that be? Who 
can dwell in everlaſting Fire and Burning? 
Don't you remember that the Saviour him- 
ſelf repreſents the proud rich Man in Hell, 
tormented in thoſe Flames ? Such Vials of 
Wrath will be poured out upon the Veſſels 
of Wrath for evermore ! Alas, dear Souls 
have you a mind to be made a Spectacle to 
Angels and all the glorified World ? A Spec- 
tacle of divine F ury, Indignation and holy 
Revenge, throughout all the Ages of Eter- 
nity ? If you will thus die, there 1s no Reme- 
dy; believing Hearts and Eyes muſt ſigh and 
weep over you. You muſt in a little while 
lie down in the horrid ſulphureous Lake, that 
burns and Flames for ever and ever! 

But for all your preſent Wilfulneſs, will 
you pleaſe, dear Souls, to think of theſe 
things! Is there a Door opened for your En- 
trance into endleſs Life, and will you not 
think of it? ſhall the eternal God aſk ye 
the Reaſon why ye will die, and will ye not 
think of it? ſhall the good and kind Re- 
deemer knock at your Door and aſk you to 
go along with him into eternal Life, and will 
ye not think of it? Is this Life haſtening 
to an End, and will ye not think it? Is 
Death approaching apace, and the Judge at 
the Door, and yet will ye not think of it, 
or him? Muſt ye in a few Years, perhaps 
in a few Days be either in Heaven or Hell; 


among the Bgſed or the damned, and yet will 
50 * 


ye not think of it? Well, Farewell, beloved 
Reader, and remember that thou haſt met 
with a Letter that comes from one that would 
joyfully ſerve thy Soul, and meet thee in 


Heaven. Amen. 
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